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mod intimate with God : ) 'Tis 
alfo remarkable for the form and 
matter thereof, both affording much 
ufefuU inftru(Stion. In it we have a 
great Prince, the Governour of a 
numerous People fequeftring his 
Mind from the mamtgqaient of pul> 
lick Af&irs to private Meditations j 
from beholding the prefent outward 
appearances, to confidering. the real 
nature and fecret caufes of things j 
In the midft of all the Splendour 
and Ponip, of all the ftir and tumult 
about him he obferve3 the frailty of 
humane condition, he dilcerns the 
Providence of God juftly ordering 
all J this he does not onely in way 
of wife confideration, but of ferious 
devotion, moulding his obfervations 
into pious acknowledgments, and 
earneft Prayers to God ; thus while 
he calls one eye upon Earth view- 
ing the occurrences there, lifting up 
the other to Heaven ; there feeing 
God's all- governing Hand, thence 
feeking his gracious Favour and Mer- 
cy. Thus doth here that great and 
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gcxxl Man teach us all, ( more par- 
ticularly men of high Eftate, and 
much Bufineft ) to find opportuni- 
ties of withdrawing their thoughts 
from thofe things, which common- 
ly amufe them ( the Cares, the 
Glories, the Pleafures of this World ) 
and fixing them upon matters more 
improvable to devotion ; the tran- 
fitorinefs of their Condition, and 
their fubjedrion to God's juft Provi- 
dence ; joining alfo to thefe Medi- 
tations fntable ad:s of Religion, due 
acknowledgments to God and hum- 
ble Prayers. This was his pracStice 
among the greateft encumbrances 
that any Man could have ; and it 
fliould alfo be ours. Of thofe his 
devotions, addrefled to God, the 
Words are part, which I have cho- 
(en for the fubjecSt of my meditati- 
on and prefent difcourfe ; concern- 
ing the meaning of which I Ihall 
firft touch fomewhat; then pro- 
pound that obfervable in them, 
which I defign to infill upon- 
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The Prophet DaviJ hath in the 
39th Pfaim a Prayer very near in 
words, and of kin ( it feems } in 

pa. 39. 4. (tnfe to this here j LorJy prays he. 

Make me to know my end^ and the 
meafure of my daySy what it iSj that 
I may know how frail lam : Concer- 
ning the drift of which place, as 
well as of this here, it were obvious 
to conceive, that both thefe Pro- 
phets do requeft of God, that he 
would difcover to them the definite 
term of their life ( which by his 
decree he had fixed, or however by 
his univerfal prefcience he did dis- 
cern j concerning which we have 

Job 14. 5. |;[|e(e words in Joh^ Seeing mans 

days are determined^ the number of 
his months are with thee^ thou hafi 
appointed his hounds^ that he cannot 
pafs ) we might, I fay, at firft hear- 
ing be apt to imagine, that their 
Prayer unto God is, ( for the com- 
fort of their mind burthened with 
aiTlidions, or for their better dire- 
ction in the management of their 
remaining time of life ) that God 
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would reveal unto them the deter- 
minate length of their life. But 
this kn^^^ which the Words (eem 
fb naturally to hold forth is by ma- 
ny of the Fathers rejeded ,• for that 
the knowledge of our lives determi- 
nate meafure is not a fit matter of 
Prayer to God j that being a fecret 
refervcd by God to himlelf, which 
to inquire into favours of prefump- 
tuous curiofity ; the univerfal vali- 
dity of which reafon I will not de- 
bate J but fliall defer (b much to 
their judgment, as to fuppofe that 
the numoring of our days ( accor- 
ding to their fenie ) doth here onely 
imply a confufed indefinite compu- 
tation of our days number, or the 
length of our life ; fiich as, upon 
which it may appear, that neceuari- 
ly our life cannot be long ( not ac- 
cording to the accompt mentioned 
in this Pfalm ( the lame with that 
of SoloHj in Herodotus) above fe- 
venty or eighty Years, efpecially as 
to purpoles of health, flrength, con- 
tent) will probably by reafon of 
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various accidents, to which i 
pofed, be much fliorter Qk 
ten Years according to a m< 
efteem ) may poffibly, froi 
prifcs undifcoverable, be vei 
to its period ; by few inftj 
moved from death (jl Year, a ] 
a Day, it may be (bmewhai 
This I fhail allow to be the 
metick that Mofes here def 
learn ; whence it doth folic 
teaching (or making to kno 
is in the Heirew ) doth imp( 
(as it doth other- where free 
/ .. o^ in Scripture) G 

*y9f «v« dyvoH9y tit iv^fi^^ roramg tne or 
^©■fftoy Kt-^ht^k, icT'oTj know praaical 
yiyvvf «« tJ ifit^vSy. Piut. ^\^]y (erious rej 

Q^i eft tarn ftultus, qusm^ COnllder thlS Itl 
njisfit adolefcens, cut fit exfk- meafiire of OUr 1 

'SZttti/^ir '^' in fpeculation n 

can be ignorant 
mane lifes brevity and un 
ty ; but mofi; Men are (b nc 
and (lupid, as not to regar< 
ficiently, not to employ this 
ledge to any good purpofe. 
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Interpretatioa I <iiufe9 being in it 
felf pkufiWe enotigh, and counte* 
nanced by lb good authority j yet 
the firmer might weM enough ( by 
good confe<jutnce, if not fo imme- 
diately ) fcrvc my defign : Or be a 
ground able to (iapport the dilcourfe 
I intend to build Upon the Words ; 
tbe (ubjoa whereof briefly will be 
thiS) that the confideration of our 
lives certain and nece(&ry brevity 
and frailty, is a mean proper and 
apt to difpofe us toward the wife 
conduA dp our remaining life ; to 
which purpofe (uch a confideration 
feems alike available, as the know^ 
ledge of its pundual or definite mea-^ 
fiire ; or njore than it ; upon the fame, 
tor greater reaibns. 

As for the latter claufe, that we 
m^ ^ply our hearts to wifdom ; 'tis 
acccMtiing to the Hebrew^ And we 
(hull iriifg the heart to wifdom ; im- 
piytt^gf the application df our hearts 
to Wisdom to be coniequent upoa 
^ skill and prai^ice (bcftowedby 

<}bi^} of thus computineour day V 
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As for wifdom^ that may denote ei- 
ther fapiencCy a habit of knowing 
what is true ; or prudence, a difpo- 
fition of chufmg what is good j we 
may here underftand both, efpeci- 
efn. //. p. ally the latter; for, as Tully faith of 
^' Philofophy, Omnisfumma Phitofaphia 

ad leate vivendum refertur^ The 
fumm or whole of Philofophy re- 
fers to living happily ; fo all Divine 
Wifdom doth refped; good pradice. 
The word alfo comprehends all the 

coniequences and ad- 

Jfaturadedit ufiirm vita, j^jj^j ^f f^ch wifdom 

ftiiii^.Tvi[c.^uafi. /.p. 326. (Jot fo commonly iuch 

words are wont by way 
of metonytnie to denote, together 
with the things primarily fignifiec^ 
all that naturally flow from, or that 
ufually are conjoined with them ) in 
brief ( to ceaie from more explain- 
ing that, which is in it felf confpi- 
cuous enough } I fo underftand the 
Text, as if the Prophet had thusex- 
preiled himfelf : Since, O Lord, all 
things are iii thy hand, and Sove- 
feign difpofal ; fmoe it appears that 
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Man's life is fo ihort and frail, (o 
vexatious and miferable, fo expq^* 
fed to the juft effeds of thy difplca-^ 
fure • we humbly bcfeech thee, fo 
to iiiftrudl us ly thy WiOom, fb 
to difpofe us by thy grace ; that we 
may efZedually know j that we may 
ferioufly conndcr the brevity and 
uncertainty of our lives durance j 
whence we may be induced to un- 
derfland, regard, and chufe thofe 
things which good reafon didtatcs 
beft tor us ; wiiich according to true 
Wifdom, it moft concerns us to 
know and perform. From which 
fenfe of the words we might infer 
many ufeftill documents, and draw 
matter of much wholfome difcourfe • 
but paffing over all the reft, I fhall 
onely infift upon that one point, 
which I before intimated, viz. that 
the ferious confideration of the fliort- 
nels and frailty of our life is a pro- 
per inftrument conducible to the 
bringing our hearts to Wildom, to 
the making us to difcern, attend 
^nto, embrace and profecute fuck 
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things as are truly beft for us ; diat 
it is available to the prudent con- 
AuQt and management of our life ; 
the truth of which propofition is 
-ounded upon the divine Proptiet 
lis opinion : he apprehended fiich a 
knowledge or confideration to he a 
profitable means of inducing his 
heart to Wifdora^ wherefore k 
prays God to grant it him in order 
to that end ; iiippofing that efl^ 
would proceed Irom this caufe. kM 
that it is (b in way of r^fonabletn^ 
fluence I (hall endeavour to (hew by 
(bme following reaibns. 

^^""^V—th^t^ytl ^' The ferious confix 
7b1^My'snd!hid7fiiJ^^^^ deration of our lif« 
f. frailty and fliortnefs 

will confer to our right 
valuation for efteem) of things, and 
confequently to our weU-pTacing, 
and our duly moderating our cares, 
ai?ed:ions and endeavours aboui 
them. For as we value thin^ ft 
are we ufed to affeft them, toTpeAc 
pur thoughts upon thefD, tob€t»r- 
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neft in purfuance or avoiding of 
them. There be two forts of things 
we converfe about, good and bad j 
the former, according to the degree 
of their appearance fo to us ( that 
is, according to our eftimation of 
them) we naturally love, delight ^ 
in, defire and purfoe ; the other 
likewife in proportion to our opini- 
on concerning them, we do more 
or left loath and fhun. Our Ani- 
ons therefore being all thus diredied 
and grounded,to efteem . ^ ,, 

^1. ^ • uZ L ^i_ • Prtnmm eft y ut quanti quid 

things aright both in ^tu p judUes-Jecundu^, m 
kind and degree (l^t^ impetum ad Ula capias ordlna^ 

to amgn every thing nemque conveniat, ut in omni 

its due price, as Epi^e^ ^«'^ 'fi^f '>^ '"^("^'^ 
tus fpeaks j quanti quid- ' ^' ' 
que Jit judkare^ to judge what each 
thing is worth as Seneca^ ) is in or- 
der the firft, in degree a main part 
ofwildom; andasfo is frequently 
by wife men commended- Now 
among qualities that commend or 
vilifie things unto us, duration and 

certainty have a cl^iief place 5 tbe.^ 
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often alone fuifice to render things 
valuable or contemptible. Why is 
Gold more precious than Glafs or 
Cryftal ? why prefer we a Ruby be- 
fore a Rofe, or a Gilly-flower? 'tis 
not becaufe thofe are more. (er vice- 
able, more beautiful!, more grate- 
full to our fenfes than thefe ( it is 
plainly otherwife ) but becaufe thefe 
arc brittle and fading, thofe (olid and 
permanent ; thefe we cannot hope 
to retain the ufe or pleafiire of long • 
thofe we may promife our felves to 
enjoy fo long as we pleafe ; whence 
on the other fide is it, that we lit- 
tle fear or Ihun any thing how pain- 
full, how ofFenfive (b ever, being 
jgiflured of its foon paffing over, the 
biting of a flea, or the prick in let- 
ting bloud ? The reafon is evident j 
and that in general nothing can 
on either hand be confiderable 
( either to value or difefteem ) 
which is of a fhort continuance. 
Upon this ground therefore let us 
tax the things concerning us whe- 
ther good or bad^ relating to this 
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life, or to our future (late ; and 
firft the good things relating to 
this life; thence we (hall be di(^ 
pofed to judge truly concerning 
them, what their juft price is, how 
much of affedion, care and endea- 
vour they deferve to have expen- 
ded on them. In general, and in 
the lump concerning them all St. 
Taut tells us, that to jt^'A*^ tS xi^r- 
fia Tm^y^ the (hape or fajhion (all » Cor. 7. it* 
that is apparent or (enfible) in this 
prefent world doth flit ^ and foon give 
us the go-hy : We gaze a-while upon 
thefe things, as in tranfitu^ or intra 
confpeHum ; as they pais by us, and 
keep a-while in fight j , , , . 

but they are prefently ^'rj^TS^^Sx^i, 

gone from us, or we 'wt mf%{^ujt^^ orSfig. ai^ 

from them. They are ^^^ 

but like objeifls reprefented in a 

Glaft J which having viewed a- while, 

we muft Ihortly turn our backs, or 

fhut our eyes upon them, then all 

vanifties and difappears unto us. 

Whence he well infers an indifleren- 

cy of affection toward iViem; ^ 
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llacknefs in the enjoyment of then: 
to be required of us ; a ufing thh 
world ^ as ifvoe ufed it not ; a huying 
AS ifvoe voere not to pojjejs ; a voeep^ 
ingy as if we weft not ; andarejoy' 
cingy as if we rejoycednot ; a kind ol 
negligence and unconcernednefs a- 
John 2. 17. bout thefe things. The world (faith 
J^ «*« 5|.^ John^ pajfeth awajy and the defirt 
thereof ^y what-evcr feemeth mofl 
lovely and defirable in the World is 
very flitting; how-ever our defire 
and our enjoyment thereof muftfiid- 
denly ceafe. Imagine a man there- 
fore poflefled of all worldly goods, 
arm'd with power, flourilhing in 
credit, flowir^ with plenty, fwim- 
ming in all delight ( (uch as were 
fomcrime PriamuSy PolycrateSy Cra- 
fuSy Pompey^ yet fmce he is withal 
fuppofed a man and mortal j fubjed 
both to fortune and death ; none ol 
thofe things can he reafbnabty con- 
fide, or much fatisfy himfelf in 
they may be violently divorcee 
from him by fortune, they mud 
mUxnWj be loofed ftom Uvea h\ 
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death ; the clofeft union here cannot 
laft bnger than till death us depart ; 
wherefore no man upon fuch ac- 
compt can truly call or ( if he con- 
fider well ) heartily efteem himfelf 
happy ; a tnan cannot hence ( as the Eccl. i. ^f&t 
moft able judge, and trufty voucher 
of the commodities doth pronounce) 
receive profit or content from any la'- 
hour he taketk ( upon the(e tranfito- 
ry things ) undtr the fun. Why 
d&ea C let me inquire ) do we fo 
cumber our heads with care, fo 
rack our hearts with, padion, (b 
waft our fpu'its with inceflant toil 
about thefe tranfitory things ? why 
do wc fo highly valuie, fo ardently 
defire,^ fo. eagerly purlue, fo fondly 
delight in, fo impatiently want, or 
lofe, fo paffionately contend for 
and emulate one another in regard 
to thefe bubbles ; forfeiting and fore- 
going our homebred moft precious 
gonc^, tranquillity and repofe, ei- 
ther of mind or body, for them ? 
Why ered: m* c fuch mighty fabricks 

of catpe^ation and confidence >3ipovi 
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fuch unfteady (ands ? Why dr 
m^sm^h up ^he(e our InnSj as if they 

skdiJ,*mmba^ our homcs, and are as careful! 
tttdmdi hctm. a few nights lodging here, as 
^f^/Jl'l: I. defjgned an everhfting aboad 
Heb. 13. II. that are but fojourners and pi 
ii- ' '>' here, and have no fixed hah 

t Chron. 29. ' ^ % "^ r- t 

15. upon earth J who come forth 

J|*'4^'- flowery and arefoon cut down 

Jam. 4. 14! ^^^^ ^ (hadoWy and continue not 

Ifiu 64. 6. winds paffing away^ and coming 

'oj. 15. 39. /(/^ /J tf vapour appearing for ^ 
5- »44- 4- //w^^ tfir^/ ^|p^ir vanififing away ; 

na].io3. j^. ^^x ^r^ a handireaathj and 
Ifi. 40. 6. nothing ; whofe days are confumt 

fmoaky and years are f pent as < 
Who wither like theg/rafs^ upon ^ 
we feed; andcrimhleas the di 
which we are conipadcd j foi 
the Scripture by appofite cor 
fons repre(ents our condition 
we build C like the Men of 
gentum ) as if we were todwel 
jbr ever j and hoard up, as : 
were to enjoy after many 
and inquire, as if we would 
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have done knowing ? The Citizens 
of CrotoH Q a Town in Italy ) had a 
manner (it is (aid ) of inviting to 
Feafts a Year before the time, that 
the Guefts in appetite and garb 
might come well prepared to them ; 
do we not ufually refemble them in 
this ridiculous folicitude and curio- 
fity ; /pes inchoanJo longas^ commen- 
cing defigns, driving on prcjedts, 
which.a longer time than our life 
would riot fuffice to accomplifti? 
How deeply do we concern our 
fclves in all that is faid or done • 
when the morrow all will be done 
away and forgotten > when (excep- 
ting what our duty to God, and cha- 
rity towards men requires of us, and 
that which concerns our future eter* 
nal ftate) what is done in the World, 
who gets or lofes, which of the 
(pokes in fortune's wheel is up, and 
which down, is of very little con- 
lequence to us. But the more to 
abllra<3: our minds from, and tem- . 
per our affe<3:ions about theft (ecu-? 
lar matters, let us examiine paiuc» 

C VaxVj 
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larly by this ftandard, whether the 
moft valued things in this World 
delerve that eftimate which they 
bear in the common Market, 
or which popular opinion affigns 
them. 

I. To begin then with that which 
takes chief place, which the World 
moft dotes on, which (eems moft 
jreat and eminent among menj 
[ecular ftate and grandeur, might 
and proweis, honour and reputati- 
on, favour and applaufe of men. 
all the objefts of humane pride and 
iptt.s.14. ambition; of this kind, St.Petei 

thus pronounces J Traort 5^|<z aj/rS'^ci 
7r», All the glory of the men is as thi 
flower of the grafs j the grajs is driec 
up^ and the flower thereof doth fai 
off J 'tis as the flower or the grafi 
how fpecious fo ever, yet the mof 
fading and failing part thereof ; tb 
graft it felf will foon wither, an( 
the flower doth commonly fall cA 
before that. We cannot hold thi 
flower of worldly glory beyond ou 
fliort time of life ; and we may eafi 
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much (boner be deprived of it^ 
my tettipefts of fortune may beat 
lown, mftny violent hands may 
)p it, 'tis apt of its felf to fade 
on the ftalk ; how-ever the Sun 
ic influence of age and time} 
II afluredly burn and dry it up, 
th our life that upholds it. Sure- Pfil. tfi-V 
( (aith the Pfahnifl ) men of low 
\ree are vanity ^ and men of high 
ree are a lye : Men of high de- 
e ; the mighty Princes, the fa-r 
Ills Captains, the fubtile Statef^ 
^i the grave Senatoursj they 
o turn and toft about the World 
heir pleafiire ; who, ( in the Pro^ l^a- 14- ^^• 
/s language ) make the Earth 
mhlt^ and fhake Kingdoms : Even 
fe, they ^re a He • ( faid he, who 
ifelf was none of the lead confi- 
able among them, and by experi- 
e well knew their condition, the 
atefl and mod glorious Man of 
time King David. ) They are a 
; that is, their (late prefents fome- 
ig of brave and admirable to the 
? of Men J but 'tis onely deceftid 

C % i^iftts^ 
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vifiis ; a (hew without a (ubftancej 
it doth but delude the carelefs fped:a* 
tours with falfe appearance j it hath 
nothing under it folid or ftablc j be- 
ing laid in the balance ( the royal 
Prophet there fiibjoins; that is, be- 
ing weighed in the fcales of right 
judgment, being thoroughly confi- 
dcred ) it will prove lighter than va- 
nity it felf ; it is left valuable than 
mere emptinefs, and nothing it felf; 
that laying founds like an hyperBole^ 
but it may be true in a flridl fenfe: 
Seeing, that the care and pains in 
maintaining it, the fear and jealoufie 
of lofing it, the envy, obloquy and 
danger that furround it, the (hares 
it hath in it, and temptations incli- 
ning men to be pufft up with Pride, 
to be infolent and injurious, to be 
corrupt with pleafure ( with other 
bad concomitants thereof ) do more 
than countervail what-ever either of 
imaginary worth or real conveni- 
ence may be in it. Perhaps could 
it without much care, trouble and 
hazard continue for ever, or for a 
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long time, it might be thought fome- 
vbat jconfiderable ; but fmce its du- 
ration is uncertain and fliort ; (ince 
man in banour ahideth not^ hut is like pfai. sa. ^ 
the heafts that perifh j that they who 
look fo like Gods^ and are called fb, 
'? and are worfliipped as (b, yet mufi Pikl. 49.1a, 
'I die like (like men, yea like jheep *^- 

P>all he laid in the grave ; ) Since, 
'' as 'tis (aid of the King of Bahylon 
» in Efay ; their pomp mufl he Brought ^^ H- "• 
» down to the grave^ and the noife of 
' their viols ; the worm fhaU he fpread 
' under them^ and the worm Jhall co^^ 
ver them ; feeing that a moment of 
time fhall eytinguifh all their luftre, 
and dill all that tumult about them ; 
^ that they mud be difrobed of their 
Purple, gnd be cloathed with Gmt- 
- ruption ; that their fo fpatious and 
iplepdid Palaces mufl: (oon be ex- 
changod for cloie darkfome Cof- 
fins; that both their own breath, 
and the breath of them who now 
applaud them mufl: be (lopped; that 
they who now bow to them, may 
prej^tly ir^mple on thetn ; ^tv^ 

C 3 t\ft^ 
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they who to day trembled at the 

prefence, may the morrow (con 

fully infult upon their memory .• . 

fa- 14. 16. this the man ( will they lay, as the 

did of that great King ) who mat 

the Earth to tremhle ; that didfha^ 

Kingdoms ; that made the World as 

Wildernefs j and deflroyed the Kin 

doms thereof ? Since this is the fa 

of the greateft, and moft glorio 

among Men, what reafon can the 

be to admire their condition; 

prize fuch vain and Ihort-Iiv'd pi 

eminences ? For who can accom 

it a great happinefs to be flyl 

and rcfpeded as a Prince, to cnj< 

all the Powers and Prerogatives 

higheft dignity for a day, or tw 

then being obliged to defcend ir 

^fordid and defpicableEftate? W 

values the fortune of him that 

brought forth upcm the Stage to \ 

the Part of a Prince j though he 

attired there, and attended as fuc 

hath all the garb and ceremony, 1 

enfigns and| appurtenances of Maje 

about him i ipeaks and behaves hi 



* 
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aj felf imperioufly ; is flattered and wor- 
4 fhipped accordingly ,• yet, who in 
f his heart doth adore this Idol ; doth 
: admire this niockery of greatneft ? 
i Why not ? becaufe after an hour or 
two the Play is over, and this Man's 
reign is done, ^nd what great dif- 
ference is there between this and 
the greateft worldly ftate ? between 
Alexander in the Hiftory, and A- 
lexander on the Stage? Are not 
(in the PfalmiJFs accompt) all our Pfil.90. 
years fpent as a tale that is told j or, 
as a Fable, that is adted? This in 
comparifbn of that, what is it at 
mod:, but telling the feme ftory, 
adding the fame Part a few times 
over? What are a few years more 
than a few hours repeated not very 
often ? not fo often as to make any 
confiderable difference j fo a great 
Emperour refled:ed : tz Sia/pl^ rg/- 
^fjut^@^ re/>fW»; what (faid he) Anton. /f.jq 
doth the age of an infant ^ dying with- 
in three days^ differ from that of life* 
fior^ who lived three ages of men ; fince 

t)Q):b fjfiall be pafl, and ended v boiCcv %«c^i^.^t^ 
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then meet, and thereby become e- 
qua}; rmceconfideringtheimmenle 
time that runs on, and how little a 
part thereof any of us takes up (ju* 
venes kS^ fenes in (e^uofumus) we are 
all alike young and old ; as a drop 
and Zr Pint bottle iq compare to the 
. . Ocean are in a fort e- 

Uihi ne dtufumum quidetn i ^u ^ • u -.u i 

midquam videtur, in quo eft /r- qual, that IS, DOth al- 

iquid txtrimum, &c. Gc. de together iuconfidera* 
^^^- ble. Qui J enim diu ejl, 

mU finis efii izxxki St. Aufline : what 
can he long that fib all he ended; which 
coming to that pais is as if it never 
had been ? Since then upon this a(> 
compt ( upon worldly accompts, I 
rpeak all this ; and excepting that 
Dignity and Power may be Talents 
beftowed by God, or advantages to 
ferve God, and promote the good of 
Men; excepting alfo the relation 
Perfons juftly inflated in them bear 
tp God as his Deputies and Miniflers; 
in which refpeds much reverence 
i? due to their Perfons, rtiich va- 
lue to their Places ; even the more, 
hy how much left their pr^nt out- 



mr^ 
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ward Ellate is confiderable, and be- 
caufq at prefent they receive fo flen- 
der a reward for all their cares and 
pains employed in the difcharge of 
their Offices ; this I enter pole to 
prevent miftakes, left our difcourfe 
ihould feem to djlparage, or detra<3: 
from the reverence due to Perfons 
in eminent Place. But fince, under 
this caution ) all worldly Power 
and Glory appear io little valuable, 
the confideration hereof may avail 
to moderate oyr afiedions about 
them ; to quell all ambitious defires 
of them, and all vain complacencies 
in theni. For why fhould we fo 
eagerly feek and purfue fucfa empty 
Ihadow^, which if we catch, we in 
t^Q: catch nothing j and whatever 
it is, doth prefently flip out of our 
hands ? Why do we pleafe our fel ves 
in fuch evanid dreams ? is it not 
much better to reft quiet and con-f 
Ifent in any ftation wherein God 
hath placed us, than to trouble our 
felves and others in climbing higher 
to a Precipice, where we caa tvaidr 
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ly ftand upright, and whence v 
(hall certainly tumble down into tl 
grave ? This confideration is alfo 
remedy, proper to remove all r 
gret and envy grounded upon fuc 
regards. For why, though fiippo 
Men of fmall worth, or vertue (hou 
flouriili in Honour and Power, fli^ 

fal 00. 6 ^^ repine thereat ? Is it not as 
one Ihould envy to a Butterfly, i 
gaudy Wings j to a Tulip its beai 
tifuU colours, to the Graft its pie 
fant verdure j that Grafs, to whic 
in this Pfalm we are comparec 
which in the morning flour ijheth^ ah 
groweth up^ in the evening is a 
down anil wither eth ? I may lay i 

jit. IF. § 50. this difcourft with the Philofophe 

'tis a homely remedy (there ma 
be divers better ones) yet hath i 
efficacy j for DaviJ himfelf mac 
fal. 49. 16. ufe thereof more than once : Be no 
73- » 7. 37. faith he, ^j9-W (or troubled) whi 
one is made rich^ when the glory 
his houfe is encreafeJ ; for when t 
Jieth he fhall carry nothing away^ h 
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ghry /hall not Jefcend with him. I 
tvas ^ (aith he again ) envious at Prov. aj. i 
the foolijh^ when I faw the pro/per i* 
ty of the wicked ; hut I went into 
the fanSluary^ then underffiood I their 
(nd ; furely thou didft fet them in 
flipperj maces — how are they brought 
into defolation as in a moment : Thus 
confidering the lubricity and tranfi- 
torinefs of that Profperity, which 
fooliih and wicked Men enjoyed, 
did fervc to cure that envious di- 
ftemper, which began to affedt the 
good man's Heart. 

X. But let us defcend from Dig- 
nity and Power ( that is from 
names and ihews ) to fomewhat 
Teeming more real and fubflantial ; 
to Riches; that great and general 
idol, the moft devoutly adored that 
ever any hath been in the World ; 
which hath a Temple almoft in 
every Houfe, an Altar in every 
Heart; to the gaining of which 
moft of the thoughts, moft of the 
labours of Men immediately tend ; 
in liho Poile/Son of wloidv ^^^ 
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eommonly deem the greateft Hap^ 
pinefs doth confift. But this con- 
fideration we difeourfe about, will 
eafily difcover, that even this, as 

I Cor. B. 4. all other Idols, is nothing in the 

Worlds nothing true and folid j Will 
(^ I fay ) juftify that advice and ve- 

fravr ? J- 5. rifie that aflertion of the Wife-man ; 

Labour not for riches^ wilt thou fet 
thy heart upon that which is not ? 
it well applied will pluck down 
the high Places reared to this great 
Idol of Clay in Men's Hearts ; will 
confute the common Conceits and 
Phrafes, which fo beautifie Wealth; 
(hewing that whoever dotes thercr 
on is more truly and properly flyr 
Jed a miferable Man, than a happy, 

"oxff/©-, or blefled one : For is he not in- 

BtMtw^&c, (jeed miferable, who wakes lies his 

^ab/I'p. ^^f^'^'i who confides in that which 

will deceive and diftppoint him? 
The Prophet afliires us fo: Woe 
(faith the Prophet Hahhakuk) woe 
he to him^ who covetetb an evil fo- 
vetoufnefs to his houfe j that he 
mj fit his neft qn high^ t^at be 
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may he delivered from the power of 
evil : Men ( he implies ) imagine 
by getting Riches, they have fe- 
curcd and raifed themfelves above 
the reach of all mifchief? But ye 
fee it was in the Prophet's judge- 
ment a wofaU miflake. St. Paul i TiiA 6. tf. 
doth warn Men f very emphati- 
cally ) not to hope Mn ttA^b fluJV:A> 
ThTiy in tho uncertaiftty ( or obfcu- 
rity ) of riches ; intimating, that 
to trull in them, is to trnft in dark- 
nefe it felf J in that wherein we can 
difcern nothing ; in we know not 
what. They are, we cannot but 
obfcrvc, (ubjedt to an infinity of 
chances, many of them obvious and 
notorious j more of them fecret and 
unaccomptable : They make ( the Pcmr. 21. 5. 
Wife- man tells us ) themjelves wings 
( they need it feems no help for 
that ) and fly away like as an eagle 
toward heaven ( quite out of fight, 
and beyond our reach they of their 
own accord do fwiftly fly away ) 
however, fliould they be difpofed 
to (lay with us, we mud fty feorev 
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dieoi; were they infeparably affil- 
ed to this life, yet mad they toge* 
tber widi that be fevered from us; 
as we came naked of them into ths 
World, fo naked (hall we return : 
h f. If. ^ y^ camCj faith the Preacher ^ fi 
TmL6.7, fi^ hego; and what profit (then) 
xL 5. 21. hath be that labour eth for the wind } 
From hence, that we mud fo foon 
part with riches, he infers them to 
be but wind ; a thing not any-wiie 
to be fixed or (etled ; which 'tis vain 
to think we can appropriate, or r^ 
tain J and vain therefore greedily tcf 
covet or purfue: So the Pfalmifi 
aL39. ^. alfo reafons it: Surely^ every nuai 
(iaithhe) walketh in a vain /hew; 
furely they are dijquieted in vain j be 
heapeth up richeSy and knoweth mi 
who Jhall gather them. Men, in his 
accompt, that troubled themfelves 
in accumulating Wealth, did but 
idly delude themfelves, fanfying to 
receive content from (uch thingi^ 
which they muft themfelves fbofl 
be feparated from; and leave at 
uncertainties, to be diCijofed of diey 
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know not how : That which in his 

wife Son's efteem was fufiicient to 

make a man bate all his labour under 

the Sun: Becaufe, faith he, I JhaUExcU,t9. 

leave it to the man that jhall he after 

w, and who knoweth^ whether hejhaS 

he a wife man or a fool ? yet he /hall 

I hirve rule over all my labour^ wherein 

\ 1 heme labour edy and wherein I have 
JbeweJ my felf wife under the Sun : 

\ AU, it feems, that we ^^ ^.^ ^^^^^, ^^.^ 

jr are to wile, and lO m- mbH mnlm •d fi perttmrt 

V duftrious about j that f'^'f^V"',^ siterifitd 

' I n t V J„ proSnt. Cic. «« SeneU. 

of we fo beat our heads ^ ^ 
about, and fpend our fpirits upon, 
is at mofl: but gaudium haredis ; 
the joy of an heir, and that an un- 
certain one (for your Son, your 
Kinfmau, your Friend may for all 
you can know die before you, or 
foon after you ) 'tis but a being at 
great pains and charges in tilling the 
Land, and fowing and drefling it; 
whence we are fure not to reap any 
benefit to our felves, and carinoC 
know who ihall do it. 



I 
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wn. 1 . 1 1. 'fhe rich man ( St. James tells us ) 

as the flower of the grafs jhall he 
pafs away j for the Sun is nofooner 
rifen with a burning heatj but it 
ivithereth the grafs y and the flower 
thereof falleth J and the grace of the 
fafhion thirof perifheth ; So atfo (haB 
the rich man fade in his ways j all the 
Comfort (we fee by the Apoftles 
difcourfe ) and the convenience, all 
the grace and ornament that riches 
are fuppofed to yeild will certainly 
wither and decay, either before, 
or with us ; whenever the Sun 
(that is, either fomeextream mit 
chance in life, or the certain defti- 
ny of death ) doth arife, and make 
impreflion on them. But our Savi- 
our hath bed fet out the nature and 
condition of thefe things in that F^- 

Luke 12. ao. rable concerning the man, who ha- 
ving had a plentifuU crop of Corn 
and having projed:ed for the difpo* 
fal of it, refolved then to blefs him^ 
felfy and entertain his mind with plea< 
fing di(cour(es, that having, in readi 
nds and iecurity, fo copious accom 
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Ojl podations , he might now enjoy 

himfelf with fiill (atisfad^ion and de* ^ 

light ; riot confideriilg, that though 2|)f 

^1 his Barns were full, his Life was not 
A fure; that God's Pleafore might foon 
^[ interrupt his Pafs-time ; that the 
' fearfull fentcnce might prelently be 
pronounced: Thou fool^ this flight 
thy lifejball he required oftheey and 
' ; vohat. thou haft prepared , ^ whom 
• t /ball it fall ? Euripides calls riches 
f fi\^^^v. ;^fJ!iW^c, a thing which much 
^ tndears life j or makes men greatly 
love it y but they do not at all en- 
able to keep it : There is no a%7aA- T/y/ ^r^i. 
>\Ayf4joL ^ -vl^^c, no price, or ranfome 
\ equivalent to life; all that a man 
hath^ he tvouldgive to redeem it, but 
I it is a Purchale too dear for all the^ 
\ riches in the World to compaft; fo 
[ the Pfalmijl tells us, they that truft Pfal. 49. 

in their wealth , and hoaft themfelves 
i in. the multitude of their riches^ none 
^ them can hy any means redeem his 
brother^ nor give t& God a ranfome v.^^* ^ :^ 
for him; for the redemption of their ^^ 

foul is precious : They cannot \^- 



\ 
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deem their Brother's foul , or life j 

nor therefore their own ; for all fouls 

i are of the fame value , all greatly 

furpafs the price of gold and Alver. 

Luke 12.20. Life was not given us fw perpetui- 
ty, but lent, or depofited with us. 
And without delay or evafion it 
muft be refigned into the band ol 
its juft Owner, when he fhall plead 
to demand it ; and although righ 
teoufnefs may , yet riches ( as tht 

Prov. II. 4. Wifeman tells us ) cannot Jelivei 

fr$m death , n&r at all profit us in tk 
day of wrath. Could we probablj 
retain our Poflcflions for ever ii 
our hands j nay, could we certain 
ly forefee fome confiderable loflj 
definite time , in which we migh 
enjoy our (lores , it wer^iperhap 
Ibmewhac excutable to fcrape afl< 
hoard , it might look like rations 
Providence, it might yield feme v« 
luable fatisfadion ; but ftnce, Rap\ 
congere^ aufer^ poffide^ fiatim relh 

Prov. 27. 24. quendnm eft j fince, as Solomon tcl 

us. Riches are not for ever^ nor dot 
the crown endnre to e%>ery generatiot 



our latter End. 



n 






yea, fitice they muft be left very 
foon, fiof is there any certainty of 
keeping them any time j that one 
day may conlume them j one night 



J Biay difpollefs us of them, and our 
2, fife together with them j there can 
be no reafon why we ihould be fo- 
ticitous about them; noaccompt 
given of our letting fo high a rate 
Upton thtm. For who would much 
n^ard the having cuftody of a rich 
tteafiire for a day or two, then to 
be (If ipped of all , and left bare ? 
Tb be to day inverted in large de- 
fflains , and to morrow to be dif- 
poflfefs^d of them ? No Man furely 
would be (b fond, as much to affet^ 
the condition. Yet this is our cafe; 
whatever we call ours , we are but 
guatdiatls thereof for a few days. Sen. Ef. ^%. 
This confideration therefore may 
fove to reprefs , or moderate in us 
all covetous defires, proud conceits, 
vain confidences and fatisfadiions in 
fefjKa to worldly Wealth , to in-j^^j^^^^ 
duce us ( in Johs language ) not to 
wake gj^ia our hope ^ nor to fay to tbt 

D X jine 
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fine goUy thou art my confidence • not 
to rejoyce hecaufe our wealth is great^ 
and hecauje our hand hath gotten 
much ; to extirpate from our hearts 
that root of all evil, the love of 
Money. For if , as the Preacher 
thought, the greateft pleafiire or 
benefit accruing from them , is but 
looking upon them for a while, 
Eccl. y. 1 1. ^ i0hat good^ faith he, is there to the 

owners thereof^ fa'ving the ieholding 
of them with their eyes ? } if a little 
will, nay mufli: fufficc our natural 
appetites, and our prefent necefli- 
ties ; if more than needs, is but (as 
^^Til'W ^he Scripture teaches us ) 4f trouhlt 

dilquieting our minds with carej 

a dangerous fnare , drawing us into 

mifchief and (brrow ; if this, I (ay, 

be their prefent quality ; and were 

it better , yet could it lafl for any 

certain, or any long continuance, is 

it not evidently better to enjoy that 

SS'S pittance God hath atiotted us with 

fariay in deiu calc and contcntation of mind j or 

c ^^ i"^^^*^' if we want a necedary fupply , to 

Sen. £>. 80. , - J -^ nC,/ * 

M;irtA. 6. cmploy onelj a moderate diligence 






I 
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in getting thereof by the faireft Heb.13.15. 
means , which with Gpd's blelfing 'Jim. 6,s. 
promifed thereto , will never fail to • ^^- ^ • 
procure a competence, and with this 
to reft content j than with thofe in 
Amos^ to pant after the duft of the Amos a. 6. 
earth ; to lade our f elves with thick '*•'• ^- ^• 
tl(y ; to thirft infatiably after flouds 
ox gold , to heap up mountains of 
treafure, to extend unmeafiirably 
our pofleflions, (i joining houfe to\£^.$.z. 
houfe , and laying field to field , //// 
there he no place , that we may he 
placed alone in the midfi of the earth j 
as the Prophet Efay doth excellent- 
ly defcribe the covetous Man's hu- 
mour ) than, I fay, thus inceflintly 
to toil for the maintenance of this 
frail body , this flitting breath of ,j^ 

ours? If Divine Bounty hath free- 
ly imparted a plentifuU eftate upon 
us, we ihould indeed ble(s God for 
it ; making our felves friends there- Luke 16. 9. 
by (as our Saviour advifes us) em- 
ploying it to God's Praife and Ser- 
vice ; to the relief and comfort of 
pur Brethren that need ; but to feek 

Pi v\ 
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it earneftly , to fet our heart up 
it , to relye thereon ; to he grcai 
ple^fed or elevated in miod there! 
as it argues; much infidelity and p 
faneneis of hearty (b it fignifies mi 
inconfideratenefs and foUy • the 
noranee of its nature^ the lorgeti 
ne(s of our own condition,, upon 
grounds di{cour(ed upoq. 

J. Now, in the next place ; 
Pleafure, that great Witch, whici 
enchants the World , and which 
jits mifchie vous Baits fo allures M 
^ind into fin and mi(ery ; althqt 
this conilderation be not altoget 
nfcceflary to difparage it ( its c 
nature ftifficing to that j for ii 
more ti^anfitory than the Ihor 
life, it dye$ in the very enjqymc 
yet it xtky conduce to our wife 
good pra^ice in refpecS! thereto, 
tempering the fwcetnefs thereof, 
fouring its relifti to us j roindinj 
of its infuificiency and unierv 
ablepels to the feUcity of a ow 
aeatwe j yea^ its extreanxly dai 
r ws co^fequienqes tg a foul , 1 

E 
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muft furvive the lliort enjoyment 
thereof. Some perfbns indeed, igno- 
rant or incredulous of a future e* 
lUte ; prefuming of no fenfe remain- 
ing after death , nor regarding any 
accompt to be rendred of this lifVs 
ai^ions,have encouraged themfelves, 
and others in the free enjoyment of 
prefent fenfualities , upon the fcore 
of our lifes fhortnefs and uncer- 
tainty ; inculcating fuch Maxims 
as ttieie : 
^Brevis ^ hie fruSius Lucr. 

^pofi fnortem nulla vo- ^?/>«»^ »^^ ^«^^^' ^•^'^ V^ 

hiptas. t r ^ HoT.i^. 

Let us eat and drink , , cor. i j. 31. 

far to morrow we ^all 
dye ; becau(e our life is fhort, let us 
make the moil advantageous ufe 
thereof we can ; becaufe death is 
uncertain , let us prevent its furpri- 
fal , and be beforehand with it , en- 
joying (omewhat, before it fnatches 
all from us. TheAuthour oiWife- 
idom obfisrveth 9 ^ thus rcprefents 
tljefe Mens difcourfe; Our life wsap. 2. ir<S 

D 4 jboTt 
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fbort and tedious ; and in the death 
of a man there is no remedy ; neither 
was there any man known to have re- 
turned from the grave : — Come on^ 
therefore let us enjoy the good thif^s 
that are prefent ; let us fpeedily uje 
the creatures like as in youth • Jet us 
fO our felves with cojlly wine and 
ointments ; and let no flower of the 
fpring pafs hy us \ let us crown our 
Jehes with rofe-huds lefore they he 
withered • let none of us go without 
his part of voluptuoufnefs — for this is 
our portion^ ana our lot is this. Thus, 
and no wonder , have fome men 
conceiving themfelves hearts, refbl- 
ved to live as fiich ; renouncing all 
Ibber care becoming men , ' and 
drowning their reafoh in brutifli 
ibnfualities ; yet no queftion , the 
very fame reflexion , that this life 
would foon pals away , and that 
death might fpeedily attack them , 
did not a little quaih their mirth , 
and damp their pleafure. To think, 
that this perhaps might be the kft 
Banquet they Ihould tafte ofj that 
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tKey (hould themfelves fhortly be- 
come the fc^ft of Worms and Ser- 
)ents ; could not but fomewhat 
poil the guft of their higheft deli- 
cacies, and difturb the fport of their 
loudeft joyialties • but, in Jois ex- 
preflion, make the meat in their how- Job »©• i4- 
els to turffy and le as the gall of Afps 
within them, Thofe cuftomary en- 
joyments did fb enamour them of 
fenfual delight, that they could not 
without pungent regret imagine a 
neceflity of foon for ever parting 
with them j and fo their very Plea- 
fure was by this thought maide di(^ 
taflfull and embittered to them. So 
did the Wifeman obferve : death , 
bo\x> bitter is the rememhrance of thee 
to a man that liveth at reft in his pof 
fejjionsi unto the man that hath no^ 
thing to vex him ; and that hath pro-' 
fperity in all things • 7(?df^adds hej«;f- Ecc1iis4i. i 
10 him that is yet ahle to receive meat : 
And how bitter then muft the re- 
membrance thereof be to him, who 
walloweth in all kind of corporal (a- 
ti^adion and delight • that placeth 
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ali his happinels in (enfud enjoy- 
ment ? However, as to us, who are 
better inflruiited and afFecSed • who 
kttow and believe a future ftate ; 
the confideration , that the time of 
eojoying thele delights will foon be 
over j that this World's jollity is 

IccIeC 7. 6, hut like the craeklhg of thorns under 
apot ( which yields a brisk found , 
and a cliearfuU blaze, but heats little, 
and iflftantly pafles away) that they 
leave no good fruits behind them , 
but do onely corrupt and enervate 
our minds ; war againft, and hurt 
our fouls ; tempt us to fin, and in- 
volve us in guilt; that therefore f^^« 
famon was furely in the right, when 

iccl. a. 1. he faid of laughter^ that // is waJ^ 
and of mirth^ what doth it ? (that is, 
that the higheft of th^fe delight? 
are very irrational impertinences) 
and of intemperance ; that, at the 

^rov. 23. 32. laft, it hiteth like a Serpent^ wd 
Jiingeth like an Adder ^ with us, I 

lay , who reflet thus , that (^o^- 

men$ of Jjnfull pkafm for a feafon 

camot 
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r«nM^ obtain much efteem and love; 
hat wUl rather, I hope, be ck?fpi- 
fed and abhorred by us. I will add 
onely 

4. Concerning fecular Wifedom 
and Knowledge; the 
which Men do alfo s^J^' ' "it ^^"* 

conunonly with great v^t^f*- Arift. etk jir>; 
earoedners and ambi- 
tion feek after, as the moll (pecious 
ornament^ and pure content of their 
mind ; this conridaration doth alfo 
deteA the juft value thereof ; (b 
as to allay intemperate ardour to- 
ward it, pride and conceitednels up- 
00 the having, or feemii^ to have 
it, envy and emulation about it. 
For, inumne, if you pleafe, a Man 
accomplijoed with all varieties of 
karou:^ commendable , able to re^ 
cc»op( all the ftories that have been 
ever writteoCor thedeeds a^ed) fmce 
tho VVotld's beginoing; to vnder- 
ftand, or with the moft delightful! 
dueticy aad elegancy tofpeak all the 
langt;ege8 that have at any time 
t«ep 'wk vk aiix^ong^tbeCof^ of men ^ 
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skilfuil in twifting and untwifting 
all kinds of (ubtilties ; verfed in ?ill 
forts of natural experiments, and 
ready to aflign plaufible conjedtures 
about the caufes of them • ftudied 
in all Books whatever, and in all 
^^onume^ts of Antiquity • deeply 
knowing in all the myfteries of art, 
or fcience, or policy, fuch as have e- 
ver been devifed by humane wit , 
or fludy or obfervation • yet all this, 
fiich is the pity, he muft be forced 
prefently to abandon ; all the ufe he 
could make of all his notions,' the 
pleafiire he might find in them , the 
reputation accruing to him from 
them muft at that fatal minute va- 
pfal. ^6. 4. nifli ; his breath goeth for thy he re* 
Eccl. 9. 1 o. turneth to his earthy in that very daj 

his thoughts perijh. There is no work^ 
nor device , nor knowledge , nor wife* 
dom in the grave , whither he goeth. 

Pfal 10 '^^^ -^^^ ^ ^^^^ '^^ Pfahnift , feen 
EcxiA! 14^15, indeed everyday, and obferved by 

<^^- ' all ) that wife men dye^ likewife the 

fool and Irutifh per f on perifheth • tme 

event happeneth to them both j there 

is 
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is no remembrance of the wife more 
than of the fool for ever j (both d^e 
alike , both alike are forgotten } as 
the wUeft man himlelf, did ( not 
without feme diftafl: ) obferve and 
coiDplain. All our fubtile conceits, 
and ni^ criticifms ; all our fine in- 
ventions and goodly fpeculations 
dialt be (wallowed up either in the 
utter darknefs, or in the clearer 
light of the future ftate. One Po- 
tion of that Lethean cup ( which 
we muft all take down upon our 
entrance into that land 
of forgetfulnefs^ wUl r^^^;"' , ,, 

^W drown the i^i^-^JS^T^^ 
meniory , deface the W ^viS rif -f^dnUf , a 
Ihape of m thofe /y.. I f^J^jf^l »£X-; 
as J with which we ^pud ?Iul fag, 6i^i. 
have here ftufled our 
minds ; however they are not like 
to be of ufe to us in that new , fo 
different, ftate ; where none of our 
languages are fpoken ; none of our 
experience will fuit j where all things 
have quite another face unknown , 
unthought of by us. WUtt^ Atu 

jlotU 
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to jail this difcpurfe, difcovc 
(iiificiently the flcjnder worth c 
earthly things :* Seeing hp, that 
given hmifelf induftrioufly to c 
rinierit the worth of all things 
below, to found the depth of 
utmpft perfeiftibn and ufe; 
had all the, advantages imagir 
of performiEg it;: . Who flourl 
in t^e greateft - magnificence 
worldly pomp and power j wh< 
joyed an incredible affluence o 
riches; who tailed all- variety 
mod exquifite plealure j whole 1 
was (^ by God's fpecial gift, an 
his own induftrious care^ enia 
with all kindi of knowledge ( 
i King? 4. 29. nilhed with notions many as 
fond upon the fea jhore ) abov 
that were before him • who 
pollefled and enjoyed all that f 
could conceive, or heart could ^ 
and had arrived to the top of fa 
Happinefs ; Yet even He witi 
thetical reiteration pronounces \ 
be vanity and vexation of fpirit 
fogether unprofitable and unfa 
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7 to the mind of Man. Add 
hercfore we may juftly conclude 
n to be ; fo finifhing the firft 
id advantage this prefent confi- 
ttion aflbrdeth us in order to 
: wifedom, to which we Ihould 
ly our hearts. 

(hould proceed to gather other 
d fruits , which it is apt to pro- 
e and contribute to the fame 
pofe; but fmce my thoughts 
e taken (6 large fcope upon 
u former head, fo that I have 
ady too much, I fear, exer- 
d your patience , I fhall onely 
ition the reft. As this conA- 
ition doth, as we have feen, 
l, dilpofe us rightly to value 
(e temporal goods, and moderate 

afiedlions about them ; fb it 
h, Secondly , in like manner, con- 
© to the right eftimation of tem- 
al evils j and thereby to the well 
ipering our paffions, in the re- 
tment of them ; to the beget- 
g of patience and contentednefs 
)ur nunds, Alib^ Thirdly /vttMc^ 

E Vtf\^ 
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help us to value, and excite uis 
regard tho(e things C good or evt 
which relate to our future ftati 
being the things onely of a pern 
nent nature , and of an everlafti 
confequence to us. Fourthly, It vk 
engage us to husband carefully a 
well employ this Ihort time of c 
prefent life : Not to defer or p 
craftinate our endeavours to li 
well ; not to be lazy and loiteri 
in the difpatch of our onely coi 
derable bufinels, relating to eter 
ty J to embrace all opportunity 
and improve all means ; and i 
low the beft cor/ipendiums of g( 
pracS^ice leading to eternal blifs. Fii 
ly , It will be apt . to confer mi 
toward the begetting and prefer v 
fincerity in our thoughts, words; 
adlions ; caufing us to decline all 
lique defigns upon prefent mean 
tereds, or ba(e regards to the op 
ons or afledions of men : bear 
fmgle refpedts to our confcience : 
duty in our adtions ; Teaching 
toipeakas wemeanj and be w 
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we would feem ; to be in our hearts 
and in our clofcts, what we appear 
in our outward expreflions and con- 
TCrfations with Men j For confide* 
ring, that within a very fhort time 
ill the thoughts of our hearts (hall be 
fifciofed J and all the adlions of our 
lives expofed to publick view ( be- 
ing ftridly to be examined at the 
great bar of divine judgment before 
Angels and Men ) we cannot but 
perceive it to be the greateft folly 
in the World , for this fliort prcfent 
time to difguife our (elves ,• to con^ 
ceai our intentions, or fmother our 
a(3ions. What hath occurred ( upon 
thele important fubjeds) to my me- 
diation, I muft at prefent, in regard 
to your patience, omit. I (hall clo(e 
all with that good ColUSt of our 
Giurch. 

*' AhnightyG0dy give us grace^ that 
we fnay cafi away the works of dark- 
nefiy and put upon us the armour of 
light novo in the time of this mortal 
l^Cy in which thy So» Jejus Cbrijl 
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came to vifit us in great bum 
that im the lafi day^ when hi 
come Main in his glorious Maje 
judge both the quid and the < 
we may rife to the life immi 
through him J who liveth and rei 
with thee^ and the Holy Ghofi ; 
and ever. Amen. 
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PSALM XC. 12. 

So teaeh us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts 
unto ufifdom, 

IN diicourfing formerly "Pon^f/^^iS^^jr 
thefe words ^pounded accord- my aft^*^ 
ing to the moft common and pa(B- "»« ""f ^ 

ble interfvetation ) that which l^timitem!!*^ 

chiefly dbferved was this : That 

the (erious confideration of the ifaort- 

nefs and frailty of our life is a fit 

inean or rational inftrument fubler- 

vient to the bringing our ht&tts \.<5 
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wifedom • that is, to the making 
difcern, attend unto, embrace ai 
profecute fuch things as, accordii 
to the didates of right reafon, a 
truly bed for us. 

I. The truth of which obferv 
tioh I largely declared from heno 
that the faid conflderation diQ)ofei 
us to judge rightly about thofe goa 
( which ordinarily court and tem] 
us, viz. worldly glory and honou 
riches , pleafure , knowledge ; i 
which I might have added wit 
ftrength and beauty ) what the 
juft worth and value is • and co 
iequcntly to moderate our afied 
ons, our cares, our endeavours 
bout them ; for that if all the 
^oods be uncertain and traniltor] 
there can be no great reafon to pri 
them much , or to zSk£t them v 
hemently , or to fpend much ca 
and pain about them. 

II. I ihall next in the fame ical 
weigh Qur temporal evils ; and fa 
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that alfby The confideration of our 
lives brevity and frailty doth avail 
to the paffing a true judgment of, and 
coniequently to the governing our 
paflions, and ordering our behaviour 
in refpedl: to all tbofe temporal evils, 
which either according to the Law 
of our nature , or the fortuitous 
f CouHe of things y or the particular 
difpenfation of providence do befall 
; OS. Upon the declaration of which 
: point I need not infift much , fmce 
what was before difcourfed concern- 
ing the oppofite goods doth plainly 
mough infer it; more immediate- 
ly indeed in regard to the mala 
damni^ or privationis , ( the evils , 
which conlid onely in the want, (mt 
lofs of temporal goods) but (iif- 
ficiently alio by a manifeft parity 
of reafon in refpecS: to the mala 
finfiiSj the real pains, erodes and in- 
conveniences , that aflail us in this 
Ufe, For if worldly glory do hence 
appear to be qo more t^ian a tranfi- 
ent bkze » a fading (hew 9 a hollow 
(q9q4^ a piece of theatrical pagean* 

B4 «>j^ 
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try, the want thereof cannot be ve- 
ry confiderable to us. Obfcurity of 
condition ( living in a valley be- 
neath that dangerous height, and 
deceitful! luflre) cannot in reafon 
be deemed a very (ad or pitifull 
thing ; M^hich Ihould difpleafe , or 
difcompofe us ; if we may thence 
learn that abundant wealth is rather 
a needlefs clog, or a perillous fiiare, 
than any great convenience to us; 
we cannot well efteem to be poor a 
great infelicity, or to undergo loflesa 
grievous calamity ; but rather a be- 
nefit to be free from the diflradions 
that attend it ; to have little to keep 
for others, little to care for our felves. 
If thele prefent plealures be difcera- 
ed hence to be onely wild fugitive 
dreams ; out of which being foon 
rouled we Ihall oncly find bitter re- 
grets to abide ; why fliould not the 
wanting opportunities of enjoying 
them be rather accompted a happy 
advantage^ than any part of mifay 
to us ? If it feem, that the greateu 
perfedion of curious knowledge (of 

Vihaii; 
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t ufe or ornament foever ) after 
hardly purchafed, muft (bon be 
ed with ; to be fimple or igno- 
will be no great matter of lamen- 
)n J as thofe will appear no folid 
is , lb thefe confequently muft 
nely umhra malorum^ phantalms, Sen. £/. z^. 
ladows of evil, rather than tru- 
r fubftantially fo ; (evils created 
fancy and (ubfifting thereby; 
:h reafon fliould, and time will 
ly remove. ) That in being im- 
mt or difconfblate for them, we 
•ml like children , that fret and 
. for the want of petty toys, 
for the more real or pofitive e- 
fach as violently aflault nature, 
fe impreffions no reafon can fo 
tfland , as to diflinguifh all di(- 
or afflidive fenfe of them ; yet 
confideration will aid to abate 
aflwage them ; affording a cer- 
hope and profpeA of approach- 
•edrefs. It is often feen at Sea, 
Men (from unacquaintance with 
L agitations, or from brackiih 
US arifuig from the fait Watergate 
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heartily fick, and difcover them? 
felvcs to be fo by apparently gric^ 
vousfymptomsj yet no man hardi- 
ly there doth mind or pity them, 
becaufe the malady is not Hippofed 
dangerous, and within a while will 
probably of it felf pafs over; or 
that however, the remedy is not 
far off; the fight of Land, a taftof 
the frefti Air will relieve them : 'Tis 
near our Cafe : We pafling over 
this troublefome Sea of life : from 
unexperience , joined with the ten- 
derneft of our conftitution, we can- 
not well endure the changes and 
crofles of fortune ; to be toiled up 
and down ,* to fuck in the fharp va- 
pours of penury, di%race, ficknefs, 
' jand the like, doth beget a qualm in 
pur flomachs ; make us naufeate all 
things, and appear (brely diftemper- 
ed ; yet is not our condition (b dif- 
mal, as it feems ; we may grow hart 
di?r, and wear out our fenfe of af- 
fli^ion J however, the Land is not 
far off, and by difembarking hence, 
ye fhall fuddenly be diicbar^ec) of 
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moleftations. 
)mmon folace 
, approved by 
\Ji gravis^ Ire- 
fi longusjevh; 
very grievous 
te, it cannot 
) long, without 
fion or refpit j 
elong,itisfup- 

; intolerable 
ike lightening, 
ys us, or is it 



•J"® iJ X€SviC^9 ^oftfliu. Ant, 

Summi dokris intentiQ invi- 
nit finem : nenio ptefi valde d$n 
iercy & diu ; Jic ms ammaiffi* 
ma nojiri natura diff$fuit , nP 
dolor em auP tolerahilemy auf hr§m 
*vem faceret* Sen. Ep, 24. 

Dolore perculfi morfem implon 
ramus, eamque unamy uP mife^ 
riarum malorumque terminum ^ 
exoptamm, Cic. conf. 

Mortar ? hoc diets ; depnan^ 
agrotare pojfey&c. Sea. 



antly deflroy- 
owever, death at length 
never is far off) will tree 
we never fo much tofled 
rms of misfortune, that is a 
en J be we perfecuted with 
) many enemies , that is a 
ge J let what pains or difea- 
;r infeft us , that is an aflii- 
(ynoHy and infallible remedy 
1 all J however we be wea- 
h the labours of the day, the 
ill come and| ea(e us ; the 
ill become a bed of reftunta 
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MS. Shall I dye ? I (hall then ceafe 
to be fick ; I fhall be exempted from 
difgrace ; I fhall be enlarged from 
prifon ; I fhall be no more pinched 
with want J no more tormented with 
pain. Death is a Winter, that as it 
withers the Role and Lily, fb it kills 
the Nettle and Thiftle ; as it ftiffcs 
all worldly joy and pleafure, fb it 
fupprefles all care and grief ; as it 
hulhes the voice of mirth and me- 
lody , fo it flills the clamours, and 
the fighs of mifery j as it defaces all 
the World's glory , fo it covers all 
difgrace, wipes off all tears, fi- 
lences all complaint , buries all dif- 
quiet and difcontent King Philip 
of Maceion once threatned the Spar^ 
tans to vex them forely , and bring 
them into great ftraits ; but, anfwe- 
•a/Io; ^;^jr red they, can he hinder us from dy* 
fioti^9, J T?g. ^^g . j^^^ indeed is a way of eva- 

&ipere Vitam diDg, whlch HO CHcmy Can obftrud, 
wmo nmhomi^ pQ Tyrant can debar Men from j 

nmomlrtem. they who can deprive of life , and 
Sen. TrMg. its conveniences, cannot take away 

death from them. There is a place, 
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Joh tells us , vohere the wicked cea/ej(jh 3. 17, 
from troubling , and where the wearj 
he at reft • where the prisoners reft to^ 
ffther ; they hear not the voice of the 
9ppreJfour • the fimH and great are 
there ; and the fervant is free from ^ 
his Mafter. 'Tis therefore but hold- ^ f^^*!^ T' 
ing out a while , and a deliverance ^S»/, tSto 
from the word this World can mo- >^Z^^ '^ 
left us with, fhall of its own accord a^l^. 'Jy^ 
anrive unto us j in the mean time 'tis 
better that we at prefent owe the be- 
nefit of our comfort to reafbn, than 
afterward to time j by rational con- 
fideration to work patience and con- 
tentment in our (elves ; and to u(e 
the fhortnefs of our life as an argu- 
ment to (iiftain us in our affliction, 
than to find the end thereof onely a 
natural and neceflary means of our 
refcue from it. The contemplation J^^,/^^^ 
of this cannot fail to yield fbme- debeJ, 7u^ 
thing of courage and folace to us in J^^^ ^^ 
the greateft prefliires ; thefe tran- ^' 

fient, and fhort-liv'd evils, if we con- 
fider them as (b, cannot appear fuch 
horrid bugbears^ as much to aCrigJvt 

ot 
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or difmay us ; if we remember 1: 
fliort they are , wc cannot efte 
them fb great , or fb intolera 
There be , I muft confefs , dr 
more noble confiderations , pre 
and available to cure difcontent 
impatience. The confidering, i 
all thefe evils proceed from G 
juft will, and wife providence • 
to which it is fit% and we upor 
accompts are obliged readily to 
mit ; that they do ordinarily c< 
from God's goodnefs, and grat 
defign towards us ; that they 
medicines (although ungratefuflj 
wholfome ) adminiftred by the 
vine Wiiedom, to prevent,remov 
abate our diftempers of foul ( t( 
lay the tumours of pride , to i 
the fevers of intemperate defire 
roufe us from the lethargy of flo 
to flop the gangrene ot bad coi 
ence) that they are fatherly a 
i9:ions, intended to reclaim us f 
lin, and excite us to duty ; that i 
ferve as inftruments or occafior 
^xercifc, to try ^ to xe^vTOout ver 
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beget in us the hope , to qualiiie 
IS for the reception of better re- 
b^ards ; fuch difcourfes indeed are 
if a better nature, and have a more 
xcellent kind of efficacy : yet no 
it help, no good art, no juft wea- 
pon is to be quite negleded in the 
rombat againft our fpiritual foes. A 
?ebble-ftone hath been fome times 
bund more convenient than a Sword 
3r a Spear to flay a Giant. Bafer re- 
medies <^ by reafon of the Patient's 
conflitution, or circumftances ) do 
[bmetime produce good effed:, when 
others in their own nature more rich 
and potent want efficacy. And 
furely frequent reflexions upon our 
mortality, and living under the fenfe 
of our life's frailty cannot but con- 
duce fomewhat to the begetting in 
us an indiflerency of mind toward 
all thefe temporal occurents : to ex- 
tenuate both the goods and the evils 
we here meet with ; confequently 
therefore to compofe and calm our 
paflions about them. 

m 
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III. But I proceed to another ufe 
of that confideration we fpeak of 
emergent from the former , but fo 
as to improve it to higher purpo- 
fes. For fince it is ufefull to the di- 
minifliing our admiration of thefi 
worldly things, to the withdrawing 
our affections from them , to the 
llackning our endeavours about 
them J it will follow that it mud 
conduce alfo to beget an efteem , 2 
defire, a profecution of things con- 
ducing to our future welfare ; botl 
by removing the obftacles of doin§ 
fb , and by engaging us to confidei 
^he importance of thofe things ii 
comparifon with thefe. By removing 
obftacles I fay ; for while our heart 
are poflefled with regard and paffioi 
toward thefe prefent things , ther( 
can be no room left in them fcJr re 
fped: and afie(3:ion toward thing 
future. 'Tis in our foul as in tbK 
reft of nature ; there can be no pe 
netration of objects (as it were) ir 
our hearts, nor any vacuity in them 
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ir, mind no niore than our body 
in be in (everal places, or tend fe» 
jral ways, or abide in perfect reft ; 
It fome- where it will always be ; 
me-whither it will always go; 
me-what it will ever be doing. If 
e have a treafure here ( fome- what Matth. tf. n. 
e greatly like and much confide 
) our hearts will le here with it ; 
id if here, they cannot be other- 
here ; they will be taken up j - 
ey will reft latisfied ; they will 
)t care to feek farther. If wc af- J^'^ ^' ^' 
a worldly glory and delight in MatA.U' 24. 
e applauie of men, we (hall not 
) fo carefull to pleaie God, and 
sk his favour. If we admire and 
pole confidence in riches, it will 
ake us negledifuli of God, and di- 
ruftfuil of his Providence ; if our Rom. ». 5.1 
lind thirfts after, and fucks in gree- 
Jy fenfual pleafures, we fhall not 
iliih fpiritual delights, attending 
le practice of vertue and piety, or 
ifing from good confcience ; ad- 
oring to, attending upon Mafters 
ffo dificrent, fo oppofite a cya^Vsx^ 
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is inconfiftent ; they cannot abide 
peaceably together, they cannot 
both rule in our narrow breafts j 
we ihail love and hold to the one ; 
I John %. 1$. hate and defpife the other. If m 

man lave the Worlds the Urve oftU 
Father is not in him ; the love of the 
World, as the prefent guefl:, fb oc- 
cupies and fills the room ; that it 
wilt not admit, cannot hold the 
love of God. But when the heart 
is difcharged and emptied of thefc 
things ; when we begin to defeifi 
them as bafe and vain ; to diitail 
them asinfipid and unfavotuy ; d« 
naturally will fucceed a defire afte 
other things promifing a more id& 
content ; and defire will breed en 
deavour ; and endeavour Q further 
ed by God s afliftence always r^] 
to back it ) will yeild luch a glimp 
and tafte of thofe things, as will (! 
comfort and (atisfie our minds, tha 
thereby they will be drawn and en 
gaged into a more earnefl: profeoi 
tion of them. When ( I lay ) dri 
ving on ambitious Projects, heap 

ini 
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g up Wealth, providing for the 
j(h (by our refledring on the (hort- 
*is and frailty of our life) become 
I infipid to us, that we find little 
ipetite to them, or relifli in them ; 
if* reftlefs minds will begin to hun- 
JT and thirft after righteoufhefs, 
^firing fome fati$fac9:ion thence : 
ifcerning thefe feciilar and carnal 
uitions to be mere husis ( the Luke a a. 5^ 
roper food of fwine ) we ihall bc- 
link our (elves of that better nou- 
Qiment ( of rational or fpiritual 
)mfort ) which our Fathers houfe 
ydi afford to his children and (er- 
ints. Being fbmeM^hat difentan- 
!cd from the care of our farms and 
xtMsi&fficks; froth yoaking our 
ten and being married to our pre- 
nft delights j we may be at leifure, 
id in difpofition to complj^ with 
vine invitation^ to entertainments 
>ifittial. Experiencing, that our Matth. ai. 5, 
ade about thefe petty Commodi- 
es turns to fmall accompt, and that 
I the end we fhall be nothing rich- 
' thereby j realbn will induce us 

F % ^ vCci 
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with the Merchant in the Gofpel to 
MattL 13. ^6. fell all that we have ( to forego out 

prefent interefts and defigns) foi 
the purchafing that rich Pearl d 
God's Kingdom, which will yeild 
fo exceeding profit j the gain ol 
prefent comfort to our confciencCj 
and eternal happineft to our fouls 
In fine, when we confider feriouflyj 
Heb. 13. 14. that we have here no abiding City^ 
1 Pet. 1. 1 1, but are onely fojourners and pilgrims 

upon Earth ; that all our care and paic 
here do regard onely an uncertair 
and tranfitory (late ; and will there 
fore fuddenly as to all fruit and be 
nefit be loft unto us j this will fug 
geft unto us, with the good Patri 
archs, x^'^Tfov^L o^lyi^c^i 7nr^(^ 
Hcb.fi.i^. to long after a letter Countrey; \ 

more aflured, and lafting ftate a 
life J where we may enjoy fome cer 
tain and durable repofej to tenc 
homeward, in our defiresand hop^ 
toward thofe eternal Manfions ofjo) 
and reft prepared for God's faithful 
Servants in Heaven. Thus will thi 
confideration help toward the bring* 
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ig us to inquire after and regard 
le things concerning our future 
ate J and in the refuk will engage 
I to compare them with thefe pre- 
nt things, as to our concernment 
I them and the confequence of them 
I our advantage or damage, whence 
right judgment, and a congruous 
ra(3:ice will naturally follow. There 
5 four ways of comparing the things 
jating to this prefent life with thofe 
hich refped our future ftate : Com- 
iring the goods of this with the 
Dods of that J the evils of this with 
le evils of that ; the goods of this 
ith the evils of that ; the evils of 
lis with the goods of that. All thefe 
)mparifons we may find often made 
I Scripture j in order to the inforf 
ling our judgment about the r&- 
ledtive value of both forts ; the 
•efent confjderation intervening, as 
(bindard to meafure and try thenj 

y. 

Firft then ; comparing the prc- 
nt goods with thofe which con^ 
^xq ourfyture flate, fuice lift tc^t^jr 

f 3 ^XQ\>p 
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fitorinefs and uncertainty of tent 
ral goods detrad from their wc 
and render them in great degree ( 
temptible ; but the durability 
certainty of fpiritual goods c 
cncreafe their rate, and make tl 
exceedingly valuable; 'tis evii 
hence, that fpiritual goods an 
finitely to be preferred in our oj 
on, to be more willingly embra 
to be more zealoufly pyrfued i 
temporal goods, that in cafi 
competition, when both canoo 
enjoyed, we are in reafon obi 
readily to part with all thefe, ra 
than to forfeit our title unto 
hazard our hope of thofe. Tin 
the Scripture it is often difcour 
HJohh 2. 17. The world ( faith St. John ) pa 

awajy and the dejire thereof - ^ 
that doeth the will of God alt 
for ever : The World, and all 
is defirable therein is tranfient ; 
obedience to God's command n- 
\s cf( an evcrlafting confequei 
whence he infers, that we fh 
Mf lave the world \ t\\^x. \s^ x\oi 

X 
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tain fuch an afledrion thereto, as 

y any way prejudice the love of 

d, or hinder the obedience fpring- 

; thence, or fuitable thereto. 

AUflefh isgrafs ( faith St. Peter ) i Pet. i. a4. 

( all the glory of man as the flower 

he grafs ; the grafs withereth^ and 

flower thereof falleth away ; hut 

word of the Lord endureth for 
fr : All worldly glory is frail and 
ing, but the Word of God is eter- 
ly firm and permanent; that is, 
I good things by God promifed 
them, who faithfully ferve him, 
U infallibly be conferred on them 
their e verlading benefit ; whence 
follows, that as he exhorts, wq 
I bound to gird up the loins of y. ij. ' 
r mind, to be fober, and hope to 
5 end ; to proceed and perfift 
iftantly in faithfull obedience to 
)d. Charge thofe (faith St. Paul) j Tiisu 6. ij. 
are rich in this world ^ that they 

not high'tninded^ nor trufi in un^ 
tain riches y lut in the living God; 
tt they do goody he rich in good 
risj ready fo diftrihute^ wiSinj^ to 

F ^ cowv\ 
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communicate • treafuring up for th 
felves a good foundation for the 
ture ; that they may attain everlaj 
life: Since, argues he, prefentrit 
are of uncertain, and fhort conti 
ancej but faith and obedience 
God, exercifed in our charity 
mercy toward men, are a cer 
flock improveable to our ete 
intereft ,- therefore be not prouc 
nor relie upon thofe, but rej 
cfpecially, and employ our fe 
upon thefe. Our Saviour hin 
doth often infift upon, and in 

^latth. 6. 20. cate this cpmparifon : Treafure 
unto jour /elves treafures upon ec 
where moth and rujt do corrupt ; 
where thieves hreak through and ft 
hut treafure up to your felves treaj 
in heaven^ where moth and rufi 
not corrupt^ and where thieves dc 
V.25- Ireak through andfieal. Do not 
care for your foul^ what ye fhall 
and what ye Jhall drink j nor for ^ 
lody^ what ye (hall put on ; hut 

ohn C 27. Jirjl the kingdom of God. Lahour 
for the food that perifhethy butfot 
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iood that alideth to eternal life i M ^uke 1 2 33: 
jour Juhftance, and give alms; pror pUKetT^ow. 
Did e your felves hags that wax not , 

€ld i an indefeSlible treafure in the 
heavens : Thus doth the holy Scripr 
ture, letting forth the uncertainty 
and tranfitorinels of the prefent, the 
certainty and permanency of fu- 
ture goods, declare the excellency 
of thefe above thofe ; advifing therer 
upon, with higheft reafon, that we 
willingly rejecft thofe (in real effedt, 
if need be, hovvever always in rear 
dy difpofition of mind) in order to 
the procuring or fecuring of thefe. 
It jilfo, for our example and encou- 
ragement, commends to us the wife- 
dom and vertue of thofe Perfbns, 
who have effedually pradifed ihi^ 
duty : of Ahraham^ our Father^ who, Heb. 1 1. 10. 
in expectation of that well-founded 
City, made and built by God, did 
readily defert his Countrey and Kin- 
dred, with all prefent accommoda- 
tioqs of life ; of Mofes^ who difre-: t- aj- 
garded the fplendors and delights of 
a great Court : rejed:ed the allvanc^ 



74 T^^ Confide rat ion of 



of a great Princefs, and refufeJ to k 
galled the fon of Pharaoh's Jau^ter 
in refped: to the iJutQct^^h^tkoL^ thai 
future diftribution of reward ; J 
fliare wherein ftiall afluredly fall t( 
them, who above all other confide 
rations regard the performance o 
their duty to God, of the Apoftles 

vfatth. 19. 27. who forfook ally Parents, Brethren 

uuke 18. 28. Lands, Houfes, Trades, receits 
Cuftome, to follow Chrifi ; him a 
prefent poor, and naked of all (ecu 
lar honour, power, wealth and dc 
light ; in hope onely to receive fron 
him divine benefits, and future pre 

.uke 10. 39. ferments in his Kingdom ; of Marj 
who neglecting prelent af&irs, ani 
feating her felf at Jefus his feet, ai 
tending to his difciplinej is com 
mended for her wiledom, in mindin 
the o^ely necejfary thing • in chufin 
the better part^ which could never I 

?hil. 3. 7, 8. taken from her : of St. Paul^ who ai 
cornpted all his gains ( all his work 
ly interefts and priviledges ) to I 
dartiagey to be dung in refpe5i i 
Chriji^ an^ the excellent knowledge 1 

Vi 
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^//», with the benefits thence accru- 
ing to him. On the contrary there 
we have Efau condemned and ftig- 
matized for a profane and a vain 
perfin^ who (ivn ilu3^ h^oicnoo^ ) for Heb. 12. id. 
Me little eating'hout ; one mefs of 
Pottage ( for a little prefent fatisfa- 
<2ion of fenfe, or for the fpflenance 
of this frail life ) did withgo his 
|)irthright, that tmbleme of Ipiritu- 
al bleffings and priviledges. We Maik 10. it, 
have again reprefented to us that 
pnhappy young Gentleman ^ who, 
though he had good qualities, ren- 
dring him amiable even to our Sa- 
viour ; and had been trained up in 
the obfervance of God's Command- 
ments; yet not being content to 
part with his large Pofleffions, in 
lieu of t^e treafure by Chrifl offer- 
ed in Heaven, was reputed defici? 
cnt ; could find no acceptance with 
God, nor admiflion into his King- 
dom; for a petty temporal commo- 
dity forfeiting an infinite eternal ad- 
vantage. For, faith our Saviour^ 
He that loveth fatifRT or rwotbcr a->^asScux^ 



—————— ^T 

7 6 The Conjtderation of 

)Lukc 14. 26. loyg fj^g . fj^ fjjat doth not hate father 

and mother^ wife and children^ hr^ 
tbers and0ers^ yea his own life (^for 

Marjc 10. ap. Me and the Gofpel^ is not worthy of 

me, nor can he my difciple. He that 
in his efteem or affedion doth prer 
fer any temporal advantages before 
the benefits tendered by our Savi- 
our ( yea doth not in comparifon 
defpife, renounce and rejedl his dear- 
eft contents of life, and the very 
capacity of enjoying them, his life 
it felf ) doth not deTerve to be reCf 
Jconed among the Difciples ofchrifti 
to be fo much as a Pretender to eterr 
pal joy, or a candidate of immorta- 
lity. Our Saviour rejects all fuch 
unwife and perverfe traders, whc 
will not exchange brittle glafs foi 
(olid gold ; counterfeit gliftering 
Hones for genuine moft pretioui 
jewels ; a garland of fading flower! 
for an incorruptible Crown of Glo- 
ry ; a Imall temporary penfion foi 

^Pet.i. 4. a vaftly rich freehold; an inherh 

tance imorruptille and undefiled^ anc 
that fadtth not avoay^ ref^rvedin the 
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heavens. Thus doth the Holy Scrip- 
ture teach us to compare thefe forts 
of good things ; 

And, fecondly, fo alfo doth it 
to compare the evils of both ftatesj; 
for that feeing, as the foon ceafing 
of temporal mifchiefs fliould ( in 
reaibnable proceeding ^ diminifhthe 
fear of them, and mitigate the grief 
for them ; fo therinceflant continu- 
ance of fpiritual evils doth (accor- 
ding to juft eftimation } render them 
hugely grievous and formidable; 
'tis plain, that we (hould much more 
diflike, abominate, and ftiun fpiri- 
tual evils, than temporal j that we 
fliould^ make no queftion rather to 
endure thele paroxyfms of momen- 
tany pain, than incur thofe chroni- 
cal and C indeed) incurable mala- 
dies J that we fhould run willingly 
into thefe fliallow plaflies of prefent 
inconvenience, rather than plunge 
our felves into thofe unfathomable 
depths of eternal mifery. There is 
( I fuppofe ) no man, who would 
mit accompt it a very great calami- 
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ty ( fiich as hardly greater cc 
ijtedL s. 29. befjjii hijn here ) to have his n 

eyeptuckeJ outy and his right hanA 
and biifoet takcti from him j 
deformed add maimed, (b 1 
he can do lAJthibg, or flir any v 
thcr ; yet our Lord reprefents tl 
to us as inconfiderable evils, yei 
things very eligible and advaritj 
ousin comparifohof thofe mifchi 
which the voluntary not embrac 
them, in cafe We cannot others 
than by fo doing avoid fin, ^ 
bring on us : ov/j^pi^ otj/, it is ^(i 
he) profitable for thee^ that am 
thy members be lofi^ rather than \ 
thy tvhole body be cafi into hell • 
A^vflTDi'^", 'tis goody 'tis excellent 
thee to enter into life lame and t 
med^ and one eyd^ rather than hai 
twohandSy and 4:U)0 feet ^ and two ( 
( in all integrity and beauty of 
temporal, or corporal ftate ) ti 
tafi into eternal fire. To be ban 
ed from ones native foil, feclu 
from all comforts of friendly 
^uaintance, devefted irrecovera 
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)f great eftate and dignity j becom- 
ng a vagrant and a (ervant in vile 
iniployment, in aftrange Countrey, 
jvery Man would be apt to deem a 
vretched condition j yet Mcjes^ we H*- ' '• *i' 
!ce,freely chofe it,rather than by en- 
oyinguniawfull pleafures at home, 
XX Pharaoh's Court, to incur Gods 
iifpleafure and vengeance : ovj^t^^xa- 
;^ei^ /uLoi\/\ov lAotV, chufing rather 
to undergo evil together with God^s 
peofUy than to have it^t^i^v a- 
fA^cc^Tiz^ ^^ptdKxvoiv^ a temporary f rut'- 
Hon of Jinfull delight^ dangerous to 
the welfare of his foul. Death is 
commonly efleemed the raoft ex- 
trcam and terrible of evils incident 
to man^ yet our Sarviour bids us 
not to regard or fear it, in compa- 
rifbn of that deadly ruine, which 
we adventure on by offending God : 
I fay unto you my friends (faith he, Luke 12.4. 
he intended it for the moft friendly j^"**: J®- ^ 
advice ) he not afraid of them that j^'^^f 
kill the hody^ and after that have no- 0U-^t^'i 
thing farther to do j iut I will (hew 
you whom ye fh all fear * Fear him^ who 

4t«r 
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after he hath killed^ hath power t9 
caft into hell ; to caft both body and 
foul into Hell,' and deftroy them 
therein ; tea^ I fay unto you (fo he 
inculcates and imprefles it upon 
them} fear him. 

But thirdly ; Confidering the good 
things of this life together with the 
evils of that, which is to comej 
Since enjoying thefe goods in com- 
parifon with enduring thofe evils is 
but rejoicing for a moment in re- 
fped of mourning to eternity j if 
upon the feeming fweetnefs of thefe 
enjoyments to our carnal appetite 
be confequent a remedilefi diftem- 
pering of our foul ; fo that what 
tafts like honey proves gall in the 
digeftion ; gripes our bowels, gnaws 
our heart, and ftings our confciencc 
for ever j if prefent mirth and jollity 
have a tendency to that dreadftill 
weeping and wailing and gnafhing 
of teeth threatened in the Gofpel j 
if for the praife and favour of a few 
giddy men here we venture eternal 
Ihame and confufion before God 
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dd Arlgels dnd all good men here^ 

«fter ; if for dttaining or prefcrving 

a fmall ftock of uncertain riches in 

tJiis World we fhall reduce our 

'lelves into a ftate of moft uncom^ 

fbrtable nakednefsand penury in the 

other. *Tis clear as the Sun that we 

[ are doiwnright fools and mad-men, 

' if we do not upon thefe accompts 

rather willingly rejed all thefe good 

things, than hazard incurring any 

of thofe evils ; for, faith truth it felf, 

What mil it profit a man^ if he gain Mark 8. 3*. 

^ the whole World ( ^ ^m^^^^ thjH ^^^^ ^- ^^ 

i 'l^'Xp^ ) and he endamaged as to his 

ihtdj or lofe his foul as a muld:. 

lis a very difadvantageous bargain 

for all the conveniences this World 

can a^rd to be deprived of the 

comforts of our immortal ftate. 

But, 

Laftly, comparing the evils of 
this life with the benefits of the fu- 
ture, fmce the worft tempefts of this 
life will be foon blown over, the 
bittereft crofles muft expire ( if not 
before, however) withow btt«!cv\ 
/ G \wx 
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but the good things of the future 
(late are immutable and perpetual} 
*tis in evident confequence moft rear 
fonable j that we freely ( if need: 
be ) undertake^ and patiently en- 
dure thefe for the (ake of thofe ; that 
1 Pet. 1. 4. in hope of that incorruptible inherit 

tance^ laid up for us in Heaven^ WC 
not only fupport and comfort our 
felvss, but even rejoice and exult in 
all the afflidlions by God s wife and 
juftdifpenfation impofed on us here; 
IbiA as they in St. Peter ; wherein (iaitli 

being for a little while as in heavinef. 
* UiesiLiTf/iii^ through manifold * affliilions or trials 
James i. a. jccompting it all joy (faith St. fames] 

when ye fall into divers tembtatiot 
( that is afflidions or trials J knm 
ing that the trial of your faith pet 
feileth patience j that is, feeing tb 
fiifferance of thefe prefent evils con 
duceth to the furtherance of you 
fpiritual and eternal welfare. Anc 
fbm. f . «. ^c glory in tribulation^ faith St. Pmd 

rendring the fame accompt, b 
isauie it tended to their fouls ac 
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vantage : St. Pauly than whom no 
man perhaps ever more deeply ra- 
fted of the cup of afflidion ; and 
that tempered with all the moft 
bitter ingredients which this World 
fcan produce ; Whofe life was (pent '^v dn^Tu^: 
in continual agitation and unfettled- *"'"^' 
nefs ; in all hardfhips of travel and 
labour and care • in extreme fuffe- 
rance of all pains both of body arid 
tnind; in all imaginable dangers 
^rid difficulties and didrefles, that 
tiature expofes man unto, or hu- 
mane mdice can bring upori 
him ; in all wants of natural com- 
fort. ( food, deep, ihelter, liberty^ . 
health ) in all kinds of difgrace and 
contumely j as you may fee in thofe 
large inventories of his fufferings, 
fegiftred by himfelf, in the 6tiv and " ^^'' "-^3 
1 1* Chapters of his x* Epiflle to " ^' 
the Corinthiatii ; Yet all this confi- 
dering the good things he expedited 
afterward to enjoy, he accompted ., 
very (light and tolerable: For ((aith ^ ^^r. 4. 17. 
he) our tightnefs of affliSion, that is ri^'^'^^^^ 
for a little while here, worfeetb for us W'^v^?^ 
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joined us; of not caring for, noi 
trufting in, not minding C unduly 
that is, and immoderate^r j thing? 
IdcIow ; of dying to this World and 
taking up our croft, or contentedly 
fuffering ( in fubmiffion to God'j 
will) all lofs and inconvenience; 
as alfo to the placing our meditatir 
on and care ; our love and defire 
our hope and confidence ,• our jo) 
and {atisfad:ion ; our mod eamel 
pains and endeavours upon thing 
^ivine, fpiritual and eternal. 

IV. I proceed to another genera 
benefit of that general confiderati 
pn ; which is that it may engag< 
us to a good improvement of ou 
time ; the doing which is a vet] 
confiderable piece of wifedom. Fo 
iiftXVTiAJstt- if time be, ( as Thfopbraftus callei 

value C^^^ expence) as it were : 
great folly to lavifti it away unpro 
fitably; lb to be frugal thereof, an< 
carefull to lay it put for the bd 
Advantage, efpecially every Man hfl 

nTvb 
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they had in Heaven a letter and more 
induring fubflance. But the princi- 
pal example (mod obliging our 
imitation J of this wife choice is 
that of oar XWhimfelf j who, in 
contemplation of the future great 
fatisfac^ion and reward of patient 
fiibmilfion to the divine will, did 
willingly undergo the greateft of 
temporal fbrrows and ignominies ; 
Who ( faith the Apoftle to the He- Hcb. i%\ i^ 
hrews^ propounding his example to 
us^ for the joy that was fit before 
htm endured the Crofs^ defpifing the 
fhame^ and is fit doum at the righp 
hand of God. 

Thus immediately, or by an ea- 
fie inference doth the confideration 
of this li&s fhortnefs and uncertainr 
ty confer to that main part of wife^ 
dom, rightly to value the things a- 
bout which we are converiant; 
difpofing us confequently to mode- 
rate our afiedions, and rightly to 
guide our adions about them ; fit- 
ting us therefore for the perform 
manc^ of thofe duties fo qften e^sr 

Q 3 p\5v^ 
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in rcfpedt to the nature of thofe af- 
fairs ; the great variety, and the great 
diificulty of them : The great father 
of Pbyfcians did quicken the ftudents 
of that faculty to diligence, by ad- 
monilhing them ( in the firfl: place, 
fetting it in the front of his famous 
mnenimdat Aphortfms^ that, life is {hort^ and 

^um-^^^lfilft' ^^^ ^^ ^^gr And how much more fo 
num fieri. Sen. IS the art of Uving well (that moft 
^f' «9- excellent and moft necefliry art ; for 

indeed vertue is not a gift of nature, 
but a work of art ; an eflecft of labour 
and ftudy ) this, I (ay moft needful! 
and uiemll art of living vertuoufly 
andpioufly; thisartoffpiritualPhy- 
fick ; (of preferving and recovering 
our (buls health) how much longer 
is it ? how many rules are to be learnt! 
how many precepts to be obferved 
in order thereto ? We are bound to 
furnifh our minds with needful! 
knowledge of God's will and our 
duty ; we are to bend our unwilling 
Wills to a ready compliance with 
them J we are to adorn om: fouls 
with ^ifpoiitiQus Cuitable to the fii- 
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ture (late (fiich as may qualifie us 
for the prefence of God, and con-^ 
verfation with the blefled fpirits a- 
bove ) it is incumbent on us to 
mortify corrupt defires, to reftrain 
inordinate paflions, to fubdue natu- 
ral propenfities, to extirpate vitious 
habits; in order to the effecting 
thefe things, to ufe all fit means ; 
devotion toward God, ftudy of his 
Law, reflexion upon our actions, 
with all fuch fpiritual inftruments ; 
the performing which duties, as it 
doth require great care and pains, 
fo it needs much time ; all this is 
not diSlum fa^um^ as foon done as 
(aid ; a few fpare minutes will not 
fu^fice to accomplifli it. Natural in- 
clination, that wild bead within us, 
will not fo prefently be tamed, and 
made traceable by us. Ill habits can- Ti ^*«f « ^- 
not be removed without much ex- .^ ' gpia '' 
erciie and attendance • as they were 
begot, fo they muft be deftroyed, 
by a conflant fucceffion, and fre- 
quency of ads. Fleflily luft is not 
JCQ be kiUed with a flab or two ; it 
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will fight ftoutly, and rcbell often, 
and hold out long before with our ut» 
mofl endeavour we can obtain an 
entire vidory over it. No vertue is 
acquired in an inflant^but by degrees, 
flep by ftep ; from the feeds of right 
inflrudion and good refplution it 
fprings up, and grows forward by 
a continual progreft of cuftomary 
pradice ; 'tis a child of patience, a 
fruit of perfeverance ( that \jsro/Lu>» 
VYi tfya dyz^Sj ensuring in doing weU^ 
Lorn. a. 7. St. Paul fpeaks of) and conlequent- 
ly a work of time, for enduring im- 
plies a good fpace of time. Having 
therefore (b much to doe, and of 16 
great concernment, and (b little a 
portion of time for it, it behoves us 
to be carefull in the improvement 
of what time is allowed us • to em- 
brace all opportunities and advan- 
tages ofiered; to go the neareft 
way, to ufe the beft compendiums in 
the tranladion of our bufinefs ; not 
to be flothfull and negligent, but a- 
<itive and intent about it ; ( for as 
time is diminiibed, and in part loil 
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by floth or flacknefs • fo it is enlar- 
gedy and, as it were, multiplied by 
induftry ; my day is two in refped: 
of his,who doeth but half my work.) 
Not (alfo) to confume our time in 
frqitiefs paflimes, and ciirious enters 
tainments of fancy ; being idly bufie 
about impertinences and trifles ( we 
call it fport, but 'tis a ferious da- 
mage to us J ) not to immerfe our 
feives in multiplicities of needlefs 
care about fecular matters, which 
may diftradt us, and bereave us of 
fit ieifiire for our great employ- 
ment ; that which our Saviour calls Luke 10. 40. 
ru^lSd^iSf 'Tn^} 'mX\aiy to keep a 
great deal of doe and ftir ( to be jum- 
bled about as it were, and confoun- 
ded ) about many things ; and, "th- 

he diftratled and perplexed about 
much comber fomt fervice j which St. 
Paul calls mi^ivXixkSf{ miq iS /S/8 I Tim. a. f. 
•Trg^t^^ft^TGiaK, to be implicated and 
entangled ( as in a net) with the ne- 
gotiations of this prefent life; fo that 
wc (hall not be expedite, or ft^^ t^ 
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beftir our (elves about our more 
weighty afiairs. The (pending much 
time about tho(e things doth fteal it 
from the(e ; yea, doth more than fo, 
by di(compofing our minds fb that 
we cannot well employ what time 
remains upon our fpiritual concern- 
ments. But efpecially we (hould not 
proftitute our time upon vitious pro^ 
fedts and pradices; doing which is 
notonely a prodigality of the prefent 
time, but an abridgment of the fii^ 
ture • it not onely doth not promote 
or (et forward our bu(inefs,but brings 
it backward ; and makes us more 
work than we had before j 'tis a go- 
ing in a way diredly contrary to our 
journey Vend, The Scripture aptly 
re(embles our life to a wayfaring, a 
condition of travel and pilgrimage \ 
now he that hath a long journey to 
make, and but a little time of day 
to pais it in, muft in reafon drive to 
fct out foon, and then to make good 
(peed; muft proceed on dirofUy, 
making no ftops or defledions (not 
palling in ^t ^very figa tha( invites 
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him, not (landiog to gaze at every 
objed: (eeming new or (Irange to 
him ; not flaying to talk with eve- 
ry Paflenger that meets him ; but 
rather avoiding all occafions of di* * 
verfion and delay) left he be fur- 
prized by the night, be left to wan- 
der in the dark, be excluded finally 
from the place whither he tends : So 
muft we in our courfe towards Hea- 
ven and Happinefs ; take care that 
we fet out foon ( procraftinating no 
time, but beginning inftantly co in- 
fift in the ways of Piety and Ver- 
tue ) then proceed on fpeedily, and 
perfift conflantly j no-where flaying 
or loitering, fhunning all impedi- 
ments and avocations from our Pro- 
grefs; lefl we never arrive near, or 
come too late unto the gate of Hea* 
ven. St. F^f ^r tells us, that the end 
of all things doth approach, and 
thereupon advifes us to he filer ^ and i Pet 4. 7, 
to watch unto prayer ; for that the 
lefs our time is, the more intent and 
induftrious it concerns us to be. 
And^ St FWinjoins us to rtdttm 
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Ephu 5. 1 J. the time J lecaufe the days are t 

that is, fince w^ can enjoy no 1 

quiet or corhfdrt here, wfe flic 

^ improve our time to the bfeft ad^ 

taee for the future ; he might \ 

alfo adjoined, with the Patriard 

cohy the paucity of the days tot 

Ccn. 47. 9. badnefs • becaufe the Jays of our 
|ob 14. 1. ^^^ y^^ ^^j ^^^/^ jgj. ^5 reaeem 

time ; Man that is horn of a worn 
df few daySy and full of trouble: 
few indeed they are, that 'tis fii 
fliould lofe none of them, but 
them all in preparation toward 
great change we are to make • 
fatal paflage out of this ilrait 1 
into that boundleis eternity. S 

lob 14. 14* feems, we have JoVs example ol 

ing : All the days (fays hej dfm 
pointed time will I wait till my ch 
€ome^ I end this Point with th 
tbmprehenfive warning of our 

tidce ai. 54. viour : Take heed to your felves^ 

at any time your hearts he oven 

ged wit h furfeiting and drunken 

and cares of this life ; and fo thai 

ime upon joh unawarej* Watt 

i 
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therefore and pray^ that ye may te 
counted worthy to efcape — and to 
fiand before the f on of man. 

V. I fhall adjoin but one ufe 
more, to which this confideratiori 
may be fubfervient, which is, that 
it may help to beget and maintain 
in us ( that which is the very heart 
and (bul of all goodnefs } Sinceri- 
ty. Sincerity in all kinds, in ouif 
thoughts, words and adions. To 
keep us from harbouring in our 
breads fuch thoughts, as we would 
be afraid or ainamed to own : 
from {peaking otherwife than we 
mean, than we intend to doe, than 
we are ready any-where openly to 
avow J from endeavouring to feem 
what we are not ; from being one 
thing in our expreflions and con- 
verfations with men ; another in 
our hearts, or in our clofets. From 
adting with oblique refpeds to pri- 
vate interefts or paflions, to hu- 
mane favour or cenfure (in mat- 
ters, I mean, where duty dotlv isv- 
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tervene, and where pure confcience 
ought to guide and govern us) 
from making profeffions and often- 
tations ( void of fubftance, of truth, 
of knowledge, of good purpofe ) 
great femblances of peculiar fandi- 
mony, integrity, fcrupulofity, fpiri- 
tuality, refinedneft, Hke thofe Pha- 
rifees fo often therefore taxed in 
the Gofpel; as al(b from pallia^ 
ting, as thdfe men did, defigns of 
ambition, avarice, envy, animofi- 
ty, revenge, perverfe humour, with 
pretences of zeal and confcience. 
We ftiould indeed drive to be good 
(and that in all real {l:ri<!%nefs, 
aiming at utmoft perfedion) in 
outward ad: and appearance, as 
well as in heart and reality ; for 
the glory of God and example of 
Rom. xa. I?, nien ( providing things bonefi in the 
fight of all men) but we muft not 
ihine with a falfe lulbre, nor care 
to (eem better than we ore, nor in- 
tend to ferve our (elves in Teeming to 
ferve God • bartering fpiritual com- 
modities for our own glory or gain. 
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•'or fince the day apptoaches wheii 

roJ will judge TK Tt^v^ai cty»9'^oJ- Rom^ a. id. 
TOf , /iE^^ f /?/ifgj wd^n ad fo Jludiouf" 
y conceal; when God fhall ^r/)f^Eccl.i2. 14. 
*i;^ry work into judgment ^ with every 
ecret thing , whether it be good , or 
vhether it be evil ; fince we ntufl all * 6or. ^ . 16. 
r^^^^r ( or rather, be all tiiade ap- ^^^ J^§^ 
mrcnt, be rrianifeftdd dnd difcover^ Iva^/^^, 
xl ) at the tribunal of Chrifi ; fince i^i^ 1^ ^«. 
^here is nothing covered , which flfall chr^^ft'' 
^ot be revealed; nor hidy that p?aU 
iot be known j fo that whatever is Lxike 22. 3, 3. 
spoken in the ear in clofetSy fhall be 
Proclaimed on the houfe tops : Since 
It length , and that within a very 
(hort tittie (^ no man knows how 
foon ) the whifpers of every mouth 
^the cldfeft murmtirs of detradi^ 
bn, flander and fycophantry ) Ihall 
become audible td every ear j the 
abftrufeft thoughts of all hearts (the 
clofeft rnalice and envy 3 (hall be di& 
dofed in the moft publick Theatre, 
before inritirtierable fpeftatours j the 
truth df all pretences fhall be 
throughly tiatriitkd j the jtift tttfetk 

H 61 
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of every Perfon , and every caufc 

fliall with a moft exad; fcrutiny be 

fcann'd openly in the face of all the 

World J to fcwhat purpofe can it Ix 

to juggle or baffle for a time ; foi 

a few days ( perhaps for a few ml 

nutes ) to abufe, or to araufe tholi 

about us with crafty diffimulatioi 

or deceit ? Is it worth the pains to 

devife plaufible ihifts , which fhal 

inftantly , we know , be dete<a© 

and defeated j to bedaub foul defigc 

with a fair varnifli, which death wi 

prefently wipe off; to be dark an 

cloudy in our proceedings , whena 

a clear day ( that will certainly di 

pel all darknefs and fcatter all niifls 

is breaking in upon us ; to make v 

zors for our faces , and cloaks fc 

our adions , whenas we muft ver 

Ihortly beexpofed, perfedly nakc 

and undifguiled , in our true o 

lours , to the general view of Ai 

gels and Men ? Heaven fees at pr 

lent what we think and doe , ar 

our confcience cannot be wholly ij 

norant or infenfible ; nor can Eari 
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it felf be long unacquainted there- 
with. Is it not much better , and 
more eafie (-fince it requires no pains 
or (ludy ) to ad: our felves , than 

* tp accommodate our felves to other 
iinbefeeming and undue parts ; to 
be upright in our intentions, confi- 
fient in our difcourfes, plain in oiv 
dealings , following the fmgle and 
uniform guidance of ourreaibn and 
confcience, than to (huifle and (hift, 
Vandring after the various uncer- 
tain and inconftant opinions or hu- 
mours of men ? What matter is it, 
what cloaths vi^e wear , what garb 
we appear in , during this pofture 
qf travel and fojourning here; what 
for the prefent we go for j how men 
efteeni tfs, what they think of our 
anions i St. Paul at lead did not 
much Hand upon it; for with we j 

laid he , V/J a very fmall thitig (i^ei^ i Cor. 4. 3; 
:)^gDv , the lead thing that can come 
under confideration ) to he judged of 
you^ or of humane day C that is, of 

• this prefent trarifitory , fallible , re- 
verfible judgment of men. ) If we 
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looks and habits, of all the fad pomp 
and iblcmtiities attending man unt 
his long home, by minding him ( 
his own frail condition , aflfed wit 
fome ferious, fome honeft, fon 
wife thoughts i And if we be re 
ibnable men , we may every da 
iiipply the need of fuch occafions 
by reprefenting to our felves the n 
ceflity of our (bon returning to d 
duft ; drefling in thought our o\\ 
Herfes, and celebrating our own F 
herals ; by living under the com 
nual apprehenfion and (enfe of oi 
tranfitory and uncertain conditici 
dying daily , or becoming alreac 
dead unto this World. The doii 
which effedually being the gift 
God , and an efpecial work of 1 
Gr'^ce, let us of him humbly ir 
.ore it, faying after the Holy P; 
phet , Lord\ fo teach us to niml 
pur daySy that we May apply our heai 
unto mfedom. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 



The Danger and miC? 
chief of delaying 
Repentance. 



PSALM CXIX. 60. 

I made hajie , and delayed- not to 
keep thy Commandments, 



1 



^ H I S Pfalm (no lefs excellent 
in vertue, than large in bulk) 
containeth manifold reflexions upoij 
the nature, the properties, the ad- 
jundrs and effeds of God's Law , 
many fpiightly ejaculations about it 
(conceived in different fornis of 
Q)eech ; fome in way of ^ivtvotVy 

' H 4 fe^ti, 
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fome of thankfglving , fome of re- ul 
folution, fome of aflertion or apho- p 
rifin) many ufefull directions, ma- li 
ny zealous exhortations to the ob- U 
fervance of it ; the which are not U 
ranged in any ftrid order, but, (like % 
a variety pf fair flower? and ^hole- 
fome herbs in a wild field) do with 
a gratefull confufion lie difperled, 
as they freely did fpring up in the 
heart, or were fugg^fted by the de- ;i 
vout (pirit of him, who indited the ; 
Ffalm; whenice iio coherence of 
ientences bein^ defigned, we may 
confider any one of them abfbliitely : 
pr fingly by it felf. 

Ariiong them, that which I have 
picked but for the fubjecJl of my 
difcourfe , implieth an excellent 
rule of pradice , aiithorifed by the 
PfahniJFs example; it is propound- 
ed in way of devotion or immedi- 
ate addrefs to God ; unto whofe in- 
fallible knowledge his confcience 
maketh an appeal con9erning his 
practice; not >sboa(ling thereof , 
but as pcaifipg Cod for it , unto 
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whofe gratious in{):rud:ion and (iic- 
cour he frequently doth afcribe all 
his performances : But the manner 
of propounding I fhall not infift up- 
on ; the rule it felf is, that fpeedily, 
without any procraftination or de- 
lay, we fhould apply our (elves to 
the obfervance of God s Command- 
ments ; the practice of which rule 
it Ihall be ray endeavour to recom^ 
mend and prefs. 

It is a common pradtice of men , 
that are engaged in bad courfes , 
which their own con- 
fcience difcerneth and ^'T'^'' t^''^''^ ^^ 

X-r '^"^J^*"^"* "'"^ mtverfis, mlliw non vita ff§m 

dllapprOVetn , to ad- Rat w craftimm ; Mil enf^ 

journ the reformation '^^'^^^^ > fi^ ^vjauri fimt. 
of their lives to a far- ^ ^^' ^^' 

ther time , fo indulging themfelves 
in the prefent commiflion of fin , 
that yet they would feem to pur- 
pofe , and promifc themfelves here- 
after to repent, and take up : Few ^^^' ^^ 
refolvc to perfift finally in an evil 1^ i^Zj 
way , or defpair of being one day «?f «*», M;|f 
reclaimed , but immediately and ef- ^' t 

fedu^Uy to fetupon it, raaxv^ ^^tsv 
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unfeafonable or needleft • it will 
they prefumc , be foon enough tc 
begin to morrow or next day , t 
month or a year hence, when the) 
ihall find more commodious oppor 
tunity, or fliall prove better difpo 
fed thereto ; in the niean time wit! 
hofr.e. 10. Salmons fluggard , Tet , (ay they 
a little Jleep^ a little jlumher ^ a littl 
folding of the hands ; let us but neg 
Jed: this duty, let us byt fatisfie thi; 
appetite, let us but enjoy this bou 
of pleafure ; hereafter, God willing 
we mean to be more carefull , W( 
hope that we ihall become mon 
ibber : So like bad debtors ; whei 
our confcience dunneth us , we al 
ways mean, \ye always promife t( 
pay ; if (he will (lay a while, (hi 
(hall, we tell her, be fatisfied ; o 
like vain fpendthrifts , we (ee ou 
eftate fly , yet prefume that it wil 
hold out, and at length we ftiall re 
ferve enough for our ufe. E*'^ oL^ 

nut./«Pelop.^,^ ^^^f^<^. Let ferious huftnej 
flay ttU the morrow^ was a (ay ing tha 

coik dear to him Nvho Caid it { ye 
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wc in our greateft concerns follow 
him. 

But how fallacious , how dange- ^^ . c/^ ^' 
rous and how mifcievous this man- "dietnjvin) 
ner of proceeding is; how much Mart'/. 16 
better and more advifable it is, after 
the example propounded in our Text, 
fpeedily to betake our felves unto the 
difcharge of our debt and duty to 
God, the following confiderations 
^vill plainly declare. 

I. We may confider, that the ob- 
lervance of God's Commandments 
( an obfer vance of them proceeding 
from an habitual difpofition of mind, 
in a conftant tenour of practice) is 
bur indifpenfeble duty, our main 
concernment, our onely way to hap- 
pinefs ; the neceflary condition of 
our attaining falvation ; that alone 
which can procure God's love and 
favour toward us ; that unto which 
all real bleflings here, and all blifs 
hereafter are infeparably annexed: 
Fear God and keep his Corrtniandments^ EccI- ". 1 
for this is the whole of wan; (^the 

whole duty, the whole dd\^^ ^^ 
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whole perfection , the fum of our j 
fitot 19. ay. wifedom, and our happineft. ') If \ 

thou wilt enter into life , keep the 1 
KL ri. 7. Commandments : The righteous Lord \ 
jPi^.ij.j. hveth rightfotifnefi J hi$ countenance 
tffOL 2. 6. ^^^^ hehold the upright • God mil 

render to every man according to bis 
works ; thcfe are Oracles indubita- 
bly clear, and infallibly certain; 
thefe are immovable terms of ju- 
ftice between God and Man, which 
never will , never can be relaxed j 
M^^»5. being grounded on the immutable 
Jpfii^i'19. Vy. nature of God, and eternal reafon of 

things ; if God had not decreed, if 
he had not faid thefe things, they 
would not afluredly be true j for it 
is a foul contradid:ion to rea(bn , 
that a Man ^ver ihould pleafe Gqd 
without obeying him j 'tis a groft 
abfiirdity in nature, that a Mao 
Ihould be happy without being good; 
wherefore all the wit in the World 
cannot devife a way, all the authori- 
ty upon Earth (yea , I dare fay, e- 
ven in Heaven it fclf ) cannot efta- 
hlifh 9 condition, btfvd&^^vxVv&illob. 
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fervance of God's Law , that can 
fave , or make us happy ; from it 
there can be no valid difpenfation , 
without it there can be no efledual 
ablblution , for it there can be no 
acceptable commutation ; nor in dc^ 
fed thereof will any faith, any pro- 
feffion, any trick or pretence what- 
ever avail , or fignifie any thing : 
Whatever expedient to fupply its 
room fuperftition, miftake, craft, of 
prefumption may recommend , we 
Ihall, relying thereon, be certainly 
deluded : If therefore we mean to 
be faved ( and are we fo wild as 
not to mean it ? ) if we do not re- 
nounce felicity (and do we not then 
renounce our wits ? ) to become ver- 
tuous, to proceed in a courfe of o- 
bedience, is a work that neceflarily 
muft be performed ; and why then 
fliould we not inflantly undertake 
it • wherefore do we demur or ftick 
at it > how can we at all reft quiet, 
while an affair of fo vaft impor-^ 
tance lieth upon our hands, or until 
our mind be freed of all uncer- 
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tainty and fufpence about it ? Were 
a probable way fuggefted to us of 
jjcquiring great wealth, honour or. 
pleaftire, ftiould we not quickly run 
about it, could we contentedly flcep, 
till we had brought the biilinefs to 
a fiire or hbpelcis iflue ? and why 
with l6{s expedition or urgency 
fhould we purfiie the certain means 
of our prefent (ecurity and conifort, 
bf our final falvation and happinefs ? 
ih doing fo, are we not ftrangely in- 
confiftent with our felves ? 

Again, difobedience is (he certain 
road to perdition; that which in- 
volyeth us in guilt and condemna- 
tion , that which provoketh God's 
wrath and hatred againft us , that 
which afliiredly will throw us into a 
ftate of eternal forrow and wretch- 
fal. 5. y. ednefs : The foolijh Jhall not ft and in 
God's fight ^ he hateth all the workers 
.uko 13. 3. ^ iniquity I If ye do not repent^ ye 
fal. 9. 17. fhall perijh. The voicked Jhall he turn- 
ed into Hell J and all the people that 

/t'T ^' ^K •^'X^^ God i The unri^teous (hall not 
7^'^//;K^^rrf the Kingdom of Gbd ; The; 
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kicked Jhall go into everlajiingpunijh^ 
lent ; thefe are denunciations no left 
jre than fevere, from that mouth , 
/hich is never opened in vain ; from 
[le execution whereof there can be 
lo fhelter or refuge ; And what wife 
[ian% what man in his right (enfes 
i^ould for one minute ftand obnoxi- 
ous to them ? Who that any-wife ten- 
lereth his own welfare would move 
)ne ftep forward in fo perillous and 
feftrudive a courfe ? the farther in ^ 

vhich he proceedeth , the more he 
lifcofteth from happinefs, the near- 
er he approacheth to ruine. 

In other cafes common lenfe 
prompteth men to proceed other- 
wife ; for who, having rendred one 
his enemy that far overmatcheth 
bim, and at whofe mercy he ftand- 
eth, will not inftantly fue to be re- 
conciled ? who being (eiled by a per- 
nicious difeafe, will not hafte to feek 
a cure ? who being fallen into the 
jaws of a terrible danger, will not 
nimbly leap out thence ? and fuch 
plainly is our cafe j while nv^ ^^x^\^ 
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ill fin, we live in enmity and defi- 
ance with the Almighty , who can 
at his Pleafiire crufti us ; we lie un- 
der a fatal plague, which, if we do 
not fcafonably repent, will certainly 
deftroy us ; we incur the moft dread- 
< full of all hazards , abiding in the 
confines of death and deftrudlion • 
God frowning at us , guilt holding 
us, Hell gaping for us : Every Sinner 
is ( according to the Wife-mans ex- 

fm. ai. 54. P^'^fli^n ^ as he that Iteth down in the 

midji of the fea , or as he that lieth 
upon the top of a waft; and he that 
is in fuch a cafe , is he not mad or 
fenfeleftj if he will not forthwith la- 
bour to fwim out thence, or make 
all fpeed to get down into a (afer 
place ? can any man with comfort 
lodge in a condition fo difmally tick- 
lifli ? 

X. We may confider , that in or- 
der to our final welfare we have much 
work to difpatch , the which requi- 
reth as earned care and painfull iH" 
duftry j fo a competent long time • 
whichy if we do cvot ^ra&atly fall on^ 
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nay be wanting , and thence our 
vork be left tindone, cm: imperfeft i 
to conquer and corred bad inclina'^ 
ions, to render our (enfoal ai^ite$ 
3b(equious to reafixi, to compofe our 
pal&ons into a ri^t and fteady or^^ 
jor, to cleanfe our fouls from vam^ 
ty J from perverlenefs y from (loth, 
from all vitious diftempers, and in 
their room to implant firm habits of 
vertue j^ to get a clear knowledge a£ 
our duty, with a ready difpofition to 
perf(^m it ; in fine, to feafbn our 
minds with holy afieftions, qualify- 
ing us for the prefence of Qod, and 
converfiition with the blef^ Spirits 
above; diefe are things that muft be 
done, but cannot be done in a trice ; 
it is not Ji£tum fdlkm^ as (bonr done 

as (aid 5 but, ^hsn/uuop^ S^a dyz^S^ a R<wn. a. 7. 
patient continuance in toell-doing \^ 
needftili toatchieve it ; for it no time 
can be fedundant, the longeft life c^ 
hardly be (ufficient : Art is Ict^^jind 
life is fhorty may be an Aphorifm id 
Divinity as well as in fbyfick ; the 

art of Uviog well, of prefetvlt 
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Soul's health, and curing its diftem* b 
pers , requireth no lefs time to com* } 
pafs it , than any other Art or Sci- 
ence. 
Ot; jttf^gJcTtf- Vertue is. not a Muihroom , that 
w w^^^- fpringedi up of it (elf in one Night, 
Telif^lJS when we are afleep or regard it not: 
^vHju^oti, But a delicate Plant, that.groweth 
chryf.*</Eph. f\Q^\y ^nj tenderly, needing much 

pains to cultivate it , much care to 
guard it, much time to manure it, 
in our untoward foil, in this World's 
unkindly weather : happinefi is a 
thing too pretious to be purchafed 
at an eafie rate. Heaven is too hi^ 
to be come at without much climb- 
ing; the Crown of Blifs is a Prize 
too noble to be won without a long 
and a tough conflidt. Neither is a 
vice a (pirit that will be conjured 
down by a charm, or with a Frejlii 
driven away; it is not an adverfary, 
that can be knocked down at a Uow, 
o quam ifiud ac difpatched with a ftab. Whoever 
JX frp ft^all pretend, at any time eafily with 
die vide fur .' a cclcrity, by a kind of LegerJenuun 
Quint. la. I. ^f by any myfterious kpack, aMan 
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nay be fettled in vcrtue , or con- 
'^erted from vice, common experi- 
nce abundantly will confute him ; 
vhich ftieweth , that a habit other- 
vife ( letting miracles afide ) can- 
lot be produced or deftroy ed , than 
)y a conftant exercife of ads fiita- 
)Ie or oppofite thereto j and that 
iich ads cannot be exercifed with- 
wt voiding all impediments and fra- 
ning all Principles of adion (fuch 
IS temper of body , judgment of 
nind , influence of cuftome ) to a 
rompliance • that who by temper is 
)eevilh or cholerick , cannot with- 
)ut mattering that temper become 
)atient or meek ; that who from 
rain opinions is proud, cannot with- 
>ut confidering away thofe opinions 
>rove humble: that who by cu- 
lome is grown intemperate, cannot 
without weaning himfelf from that 
mftome come to be foberj that 
vho from' the concurrence of a 
brry nature, fond conceits, mean 
^reeding and fcurvy ufige is cove- 
tous; cannot without dtaiivvtv^ ^NN^ 

I % \\mp& 
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thofe (ources of his fault, be turned 
into liberal. The change of our ^ 
mind is one of the a&xsik alte- 1 
rations in nature , mixdk cannot ^ 
be compaiied in any way, or with- - 
in any time we pkafe ; but it muft < 
poceed on leifiirely and reguhrlVi L 
in (uch order, bymchfteps, asoe ^ 
nature of things doth permit ; it ' 
muft be wroi^t by a refiduteaid | 
laborious perleveraiK^ ; by a wati^ f 
^11 application of miiKl in voidiag ]^ 
Prejudices, in waiting for advamt- 
^es, in attending to all we doe; 
by forcible wrefting our nature from 
its bent, and (wimmiiffi a^inft t3» 
current of impetuous (xHres ; by a 
patient dUentangiing our felves fton 
pradices mod agreeable and fami- 
liar to us ; by a wary fencing widi 
temptations^by longfbruggiingwkh 
manifold oppofitions and difficulties; 
whence the Holy Scripture terntedi 
our prai^ice a warfare , wherein we 
are to fight many a bloody botttl 
with moll: redoubtable foes ; a com- 
bar,which muft be managed with our 
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\ skill J and utmofl: might; a 
e , which we mufl pais throi^h 
ch incefSuit adivity and fwift- 
s. 

[f therefore we mean to be good 
to be happy, it beboveth us to 
e no time ; to be preiently up at 
r great task ; to (hatch all occa- 
ss^ to embrace all means incident 
reforming our hearts and lives, 
diofe who have a 

IS journey to go. do /A\A*i)«rfiriw<ir, J|t4 

se care to fet out 'r!?^ ru n^il Uti^^I 
ly and m tteir way ^<w- Hom. od. f\ 

ke good rpeed, 1^ 

\ night overtake them before they 

cfameirhome; fo it being a great 

y from hence to Heaven, £ing 

muft pa& over €o many obfta- 
s, throu^ fo nany Paths of du- 
befo'e we arrive mitlKr, it is ex* 
lient to Cet forward as foon as can 

and to proceed widi aU expedi* 
U} the loi^^ we ftav, die more 
K we fliali need{, andfthele&we 
tU have. 

I J V''^* 



-fr 



•f^f 



1 1 8 The danger and mifchief 

3. We may confider, that no fo 
ture time which we can fix upoi 
will be more convenient than th 
prefent is for our reformation. Ji 
us pitch on what time we pleafe, w 
(hall be as unwilling add unfit t 
begin as we are now ;. we ihall fin 
in oiir felves the fame indi{pofitio» 

the fame averfenefs 

Crms hoc fiet'^idim eras fiH^lcc^. OX the fame liftlefflC 

^^'^'''^' toward ^.it as no«f 

^^%]Zfit ^''^^^ ' """^ '^''''^ ^^^^ ^'^^ occur ti 
;'f§'vS^^i^«'"^-Epia^4^i*- ^^^^ hardihips to ck« 

us , andthe like Pfc 
fures to allure us firomi our dtitj 
objeS;s Avill then be ^ piiiefent ^ 
wiH ftrijjfe^'as fmartly^ u|)oh our fe 
lesi;' the , cafe ' will apjjear juft d 
lame, aad the (amc Pretences f 
delay will' obtrude Aemfelves ; 
thac We /ball be as apt then as no 
to prp|?og^e the bufuiefi. Weih 
fay t^n ^ to morrow I will men 
and when i^at morrow i cometh ^ : 
wiUJ}efttllto nfonroW^iftod iorti 
morrow will prove endleft. If ^il 
the fimple iluftvc^> Cv^hoftayyi 



) 
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yui reife vivendi frir^gA 

Ruflicw exfi&at dum defluA 

anmis, at iffe 
LabituTj & Idhetur in 9nme a/( 

nbilis ^evunt, 

Hor. JSf. L 2. 

El fiSfJ AMfflTlAdf If \Wfi 

EpiEt. 4. 12. 

. For the fame realbn we pa 
it ofi^ we (hould put it away 
If it be good at all, it isgoo( 
at prefent. 



the River fide waiting 
till it had done run- 
ning) that {b he might 
pafs dry*foot over the 
chanelj we do con- 
ceit^ that the fources 
of Cm ( bad inclinati* 
ens within, and (Iron 
temptations abroad 
will of themielves be 
(pent or fail, we iliall 
Bnd our feives deluded. 
If ever we come to 
take up , . we muft have a beginning 
with fwne difficulty :and trouble ; 
Ave muitcourageoufly br^k through 
4he prefent with all its enchant- 
ments;, .^e mud , undauntedly 
.plunge into the cold ftream ; we 
muft tjovifi Qur feives from our bed 
of floth ; ; i^e muft ftiake off* that 
"brut^ih. improvidence which detain* 
eth us i a^ why ihould we not a& 
.fey it now? .there is the feme rea- 
fott nbw t that «ver Aije earn have I 
yea^ £» nKire reaKbn dqw ; for if 

tljat wc^n9;w; begin ^.heteaffct ^x v 
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ny determinate time , fome of the 
work will be done , ivhat remain^ 
eth will be (hcHter and e^ier to us 
Nay farther , 

n^ T* fii- 4- W^ "^^y confider , that thi 
^f dfia^m^ niore we defer , the more difficub 
X&S^7r!S^ and painfiiU our work muft nee* 
jui m if prove ; every day will both mlargc 
«gf>|«|* *- our tisk, and diminifh our abilit} 
j?' **** ^to perform it: Sin is never at i 

(lay; if we do not retreat from it,w 
ihall advance in it; and the fardiei 
on we go J the more we have t( 
comeback; every flep we take for 
ward, (even befcMre we can retun 
hither , into the ftate wherein wi 
are at prefent} muft be rq>eat 
ed ; all the web we fpin muft b 
unravelled ; we muft vomit up al 
we take in ; which to doe weffaal 
find very tedious and grievous. 

Vice as it groweth in age , to i 
improveth in ftature and ftroogth 
from t puny Child it ibdi waxpt 
a lufty Stripling , then riftth to b 
a fturdy Man, and afbor^-while h 

€ometti a nia% Qiaht. whom w 
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(hall fcarce dare to encounter, whom 
we ihall be very hardly able to van- 
quifli; eipecially feeing that as it 
groweth taller and ftouter , (b we 
mall dwindle and prove more impo- 
tent ; fcMT it feededbi upon our vitals, 
and thriveth by our decay ; it wax- 
eth migjhty by dripping us of our 
beft forces ; by enfeebling our rea- 
Ibn, by perverting our wiU, by cor- 
rupting our temper, by debafing our 
courage , by Cbducing all our appe- 
tites and palfions to a treacherous 
compliance with it 
felf J every day our ^^/A •?iw>w^ ^^* f»(/ 

mind grt>wetn more ^ ^ fsmmsrirffut v$ktstm 
blind , our will more Aug. £^ 117. 
refty, our fpirit .more 
faint , our appetites more fierce , 
our paf&ms more headftrong and 
untameable ; The power and em- 
pire of fin do ihai^ely by degrees 
encroact^and continually get ground 
upon us^ till it hath quite fubdued 
and eothralkd us ; jSorii we leam to 
bear it, dien wecome to like it, 
by and by we cootrad a fcksE^^v^ 
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with it, then we dote upon it, at lad 
we become eoflaved to it in a bon- 
dage which we fhail hardly be able, 
or willing to fhake o^; when not 
onely our necks are fitted to the 
yoke, our hands are manacled^ and 
our feet fhackled thereby ; but our 
heads and hearts do conlpire in a 
bale fubmiffion thereto : wHen vice 
hath made fuch impreifion on us, 
when this pernicious woed hath ta- 
ken (b deep root in our piind,: will 
and affedion, it will demand an ex- 
tremely toiifome labour to ; jextir- 
pate it. =. . : , 

Indeed by continuance inTiii,, the 
chief means (afforded by nature^ or 
by grace ) of reftraining, or redu- 
cing us from it » are either cuyt .oflf, 
oc enervated and rendred ioel^uaL 
..T Natural modcfty, while it kfteth, 

ukji^v ^Sf diUSp Coi^' ^^ curb fitom doing 
xA i ttijhSf. GuBg. Na25. or.a^. ; I iU j Men tfi theiT firu 

Peccaii^^fi^ , J. deflexions Aomvfm 

dorecepip itfe bafllraU abd fliy; 

^^"^remT^ "'^^'''^^ "^^''"^^^ ' '^"^ of regttd^o odier 
^^^' Ju7.sift,i3. : w-Mfliis opini0d| .and 
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tendernefs of their own honour 
they are afraid , or aftiamed to 
tranfgrefs plain rules of duty ; but 
in procefs this difpofition weareth 
out; by little and little they ar- 
rive to that chard(9:er of the dege- 
nerate fews J * whom the Prophets 
call impudent children^ having ^Ezcfc. a 
ircm of iraJS, and faces harder than 3! 7, 
a rock ; : (o that? they commit- fm ^^ 4^. 4- 
with open lace , and in broad day , p^y^'aV. aj 
without any mask, without a blufli ; 
they defpife their own reputation , 
and defy all cenfure of others ; they 
autf}^» /and butbraw the World , 
til] at length with prodigious info- 
lence they come to boaft of wicked- 
ncft, ^nd glory in their Jhamey as an pui. 3. 1% 
jnflaDce of high coi^rage and fpecial 
gallaiitty. • 

•Coolcience is a check to begins 
ners/.in (in , reclaiming them from 
it , and rating th^fd for it ; but 
tt^:io long (landers becometh u(e- 
le&t. either £auHDg to discharge its 
offioe> or alliyiBg:k to no purpoie, 
having of^ea be^oib^xedv'ix^'^ 
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^„^— ^p^—r ail < ■,! I ■■ I I -11. 

, ,^ , „j^ ^^ be weary of chidin 

i*fr»"?£SS!J «r/*^4S- or if it be not wh 
•» nBAXHi' ■mf^xi'tif rogi- \y dumb , we (hall 

As thole who uve 
catarads or down^ls of Water 
by continual noiie fo deafened 
not to hear Or mind it> (b fl»U 
in time grow fenielels, not res? 
ing the loudeft Peals and Rami 
or our cxxiioenoe. 
CE»k. a; 4. The Ifcart of a raw Novice in i 
Neh.9.197* piety is ibmewhat tender and fc 
a Chron. 3«- fo that remorfe can pierce i 

jj„ J. J5 ^^"5 ^^ 5 ^* "^ »5 yielding i 

fenuble, fo that the yoke of fm d 
gall it ; but in (lout Proficients 
Heart becometh hard and (lony, 
16- 4«- 4- neck tdffaoA txawny j C <»» '^«> 
Cw ««v ^9«x „g^ 25 tijg p;.-p|,^^ termeth it ) 

>wfi^ Sen. that they do not feel or refent i 
£/• 53- thing ; but are like thofe of wh 

^. 4. 19. J St. FW ipeaketh ; ahmi d-xnA^ 

n$, who heing ptfi feeling all i 
row or (mart, baae given themjel 
ever mte l^civu^iiefs , te wtrk 
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Wbea ftrft we nibble at the Bait » 
or enter into bad courfes, our rea- 
fixi dotfa conteft and remonftratea- 
gainft it, faithfully reprdenttng to 
us die folly 9 the u^inds, the UTe- 
ne(s, the manifold ill conlequences 
of finning; but that by continuance 
is mufSed fb as not to diicem , or 
muzled (b as not to declare; yea, 
often is fo debauched as to excufe 9 
to avow and maintain , yea, to ap- 
plaud and extol our mifcarriages. 

For a tune a Man retaineth fome 
courage , and a hope that he may 
repent ; but progreis in fin dilbi- 
riteth and cafleth into defpair ; wne» 
ther God be placable, whether him* 
felf be corridble ; an arorehenfion 
concerning the lengdi of the way , 
or the difficulty of the wcnrk di£^ 
courageth, and defpondency ren* 
dreth him heartlefs and careleis to 
attempt it There is no Man that 
hath heard of God , who hath not 
at firft fome dread of oflfending him, 
and (bme dif&tisfadion in tranfgref- 
fing his will ; it appearing to Kvs 
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mind ( not yet utterly blinded ind 
depraved ) a defperate thing to 
brave his irrefiftible Power , an ab- 
furd thing to thwart his infallible 
Wifedom , a deteftable thin^ to a* 
bufe his immenfe Goodnels; but 
obftinacy in fin doth quafh this 
confcientious awe ; (b that at length 
fal. lo. 4. Q^j j^ ^^f j^ ^11 jj^^ thoughts y the 

fear of God is not Before his eyes ; 
the Wrath of the Almighty feemeth 
a Bugbear, the fiercell menaces 
of Religion found but as Rattles 
to him^ 

As for the gentle Whifpers and 
Touches of Divine Grace, the mo- 
nitory Difpenfations of Providence, 
the good advices and wholfome re- 
proofs of Friends , with the like 
means of reclaiming finners ; thefe 

cr. 48. 1 f . to Perfons fettled an their leesj o! 

Scph. I. ia.i fixed in bad cuftome , are but a5 
guds of Wind brufhing an old 
Oak, or as Waves daihing on t 
Rock, without at all ihaking 01 
dining it. 
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Now when any Perfon is come 
to this pafs y it muft be hugely dif- 
ficult to reduce him j to retrieve a 
defloured Modefly, to quicken a ja- 
ded Confcience , to fupple a callous 
Heart , to fettle a baffled Reafon , 
to rear a dejeded Courage, to reco- 
ver a Soul miferably benummed 
and broken , to its former vigour 
and integrity, can be no eafie mat- 
ter. 

The di(ea(es of our Soul no lefs 
than thofe of our Body J when once 
they are inveterate, 

they a« become more c«^£S',r t^ KJS 
mcarable; the longer morof. OvU. 

we forbear to apply 'v^ov i^' M^^ v^'^^^'' 
due remedy, the more **?^V^> ^ ^^&<^i ^iff 

hard their cure will ^"" " ^'-Srcr^"^ 

prove; if we let them 

proceed far, we muft eer we can 

be rid of them, undergo a courfe of 

Phyfick very tedious and offenfive 

to US; many a rough Purge, many 

a fore Phlebotomy , many an irk- 

fome Sweat we muft endure. Yea 

farther, ; 
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$. We may confider, tfaa 
delaying to amend , to doe it 
become quite impoffible j it 
be (b in the nature of the thid 
may be fo by the will of 
The thing may become nati 
impoffible ;. for vice by cui 
may psSs into nature^ and pre 
congetieal , as if it were bora 
us ; fo that we fhall propend 
as a ftone falleth down , or 
^ , . / s fpark flieth up\ 

rii ^KofSp^i iiTAKKA^Ai f tuouuiej^ we m; 
^M^f^Mf. T07f wi?(r/ir fo transformed 

' ^ Brutes^ by fleep 

malice (b converted into Fi 
that we necef&rily fhall a<5 
creatures of that kind , into ^ 
we are degenerated ; and the 
wife without a downright ISA 
are we capable of being refo 
ftcv. 6. 9* £fow long y (aith Sokmtm , wii 

Jleepy Sluggard y when wil 
arife out of thy Jleep > We may 
often calted on^ and ^tis not es 
awaben us, when we are got 
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Ipiritual flumber ; but when we are, g j^ 
dead in treffajfes and fins ^ fo that Agojc^s 'i. 
all breath of holy affedion isftopt, ' Tim. 5- 6. 
and no (piritual pulfe from our heart 
doth appear ; that all fenfe of duty 
is loft, all appetite to good doth fail^ 
no (Irength or adivity to move in 
a good courfe doth exert it felfj that 
our good complexion is diflblved, 
and all our finer fpirits are didipa- 
ted ; that our mind is quite crazed^ 
and all its Powers are (hattered or 
fpoiled, when thus, I fay, we are 
(piritually dead, how can we raife 
our ftlves, what beneath omrtipo- 
tcncy can effed: it ? as a ftick, when Frangds dtim 
once 'tis dry and ftiff, you nT.ay|-;-J;^ 
break it, but you can never bend it indwuerunt. 
into a flreighter pollure, fo doth the Q^intU. i. 3, 
Man become incorrigible, who is 
fettled and ftiffoed in vice. The 
(lain of habitual fin may fmk in fb 
deep, and (b thoroughly tindure 
all our Soul, that we may be like 
thofe People, of whom the Prophet 
faith. Can the Ethiopian change i&ixJ«t. 13. aj. 
skin^ or the Leopard his ffot% i thtn 

K tna^ 
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/# doe coil: Such an impoffibil 
tj may arife {from nature; or 
greater and more infiiperable ma; 
come from GocL 

To an efl^doal repentance th 

fuccour of divine grace is necel&ry 

bot that is arbinrarily difpenfed 

J^ 5- •• the fpirit hlewetb where it lifietl 

yet it lifteth wifely, with regar 
both to the paft behaviour, am 
prefent capacities of Men ; (b tha 
to fuch who have abufed it, and t 
fiich who will not treat it^ well, i 
(hall not be imparted : And can w 
be well aflured, can we reafbnabl 
hope, that after we by our preftim; 
tuous delays have put off" God an 
dallied with his grace; after th^ 
he long in vain hath waited to I 
fratious ; after that he hath endure 
fo many negle(3:s, and £b many n 
pulfes from us ; after that we fr< 
quently have flighted his open ir 
vitations, and fmothered his kind! 
motions in us ; in (hort, after ^ 
€o unwortVuVy Vv^n^ tcvij&£bd hi 
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gcxxjnefs and patience^ that he far- 
ther will vouchfafe his grace to us ? 
when we have forfeited it, when we '^\ 'V^^ * 
haverejeded it, when we have f pur* 2^cw^. *^" 
iied and driven it away, can weHcb»o,aj. 
hope to recover it ? HaT''^ 

There is a time, a feafbn, a day , ' ^ 
allotted to us • our day it is termed, 4^. ' ^* ^*' 
a day of falvation^ the feafon of our » Cor. 6. 2. 
"Vifitation^ an acceptable time ; where- jj^ ^' *'• 
in God freely doth exhibit grace, 
and prefenteth his mercy to us ; 
if We let this day flip, the night L^tc 19. ^i. 
Cometh when no man can work ; when 
the things belonging to our peace will^^- ^9* 'o- 
ie hidden from our eyes; when Tas 
the Prophet exprefleth it ) we Ihall 
grope for the wall like the lltnd^ and 
ftumhle at noon^day as in the nighty 
and be in defolate places as dead men • 
after that day is (pent, and that 
comfortable light is fet, a difmal 
night of darknefi, of cold, of dif- 
confblatenefs will fucceed; whenjer.i'3r.& 
God being weary of bearing with ^'^\ '^' , 
Men doth utterly defert them, and Rom. t^l^ 
delivereth them over to a rftprolate '^^^^^-^^ 
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mind ; when (ubtrading his grati- 
Pfal. 8i. 11. ous dire(9:ion and afliftcnce, he gt- 

veth them over to their own hearts 
lufts , and to walk in their own coun* 
fels; when they are brought tc 
complain with thofe in the Prophet^ 
Ifa.63. 17. Lordy why haft thou made us to en 

from thy ways J and hardned our heart 

from thy fear ? when like Pharaol 

they furvive only as objed:s of God) 

juftice, or occafions to glorify hi 

Rom. 9. 17. power; when like Efau^ they can 

not find a place of repentance 
Heb. 13.17. although they feek it carefully wih 

tears ; when as to the foolifl 
Matth. 25. 10. loitering Virgins, the door of mere 

is (hut upon them; when the mafte 
Luke 13-25. of the houfe doth rife and fhut th 

doory &c. when that menace of d 
vine wifedom cometh to be exea 
Prov. 1. 28. ted ; They fball call upon me^ hut 

will not anfwer ; they (hall feek n 

early y hut they fhaU not find me h f 

'^ that they hated knowledge^ and di 

not chufe the fear of the Lord: Ar 
if negledling our leafon, and prefci 
means, we once i^Vvtvx^iVv^sibt 
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declarations and promifes are infal- 
libly true, thofe inftances peremp- 
torily do evince, that repentance is 
never (uper*annuated ; that if we 
can turn at all, we (hall not turn 
too late, that panitentia nunquam 
feray moJoferia, is an irrefragable 
rule ; yet neverthelefs delay is very 
unfafe ; for what afliirance can we 
have, that God hereafter will ena* 
ble us to perform thofe conditions 
of bewailing our fins, and forfaking 
them i have we not caufe rather to 
fear that he will chaflife our pre- 
fiimption by with-holding his Grace > 
for although God faileth not to yield 
competent aids to Perfons who have 
not aefpifeJ hisgooJnefs and l^i^fuf^ Rom. t. ^ 
fering that leadeth them to re penance ; 
yet he that wilfully or wantonly 
loitereth^away the time, andfquan- 
dereth the means allowed him; 
who refufeth to come when God 
calleth, yea woeth and courteth him 
to repentance, how can he pretend 
(o find fqch favour? 

R 4 ^^ 
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We might add, that fuppofing 
God in fuper-abundance of mere) 
might be prefumed never to with 
hold his grace j yet feeing his grao 
doth not work by irrefiftible com 
pulfion ; feeing the worfe qualifiec 
we are, the more apt we fhall be t( 
crofs and defeat its operation ; fee 
ing that we cannot hope that here 
after we fhall be more fit than nov 
to comply with it : Yea, feeing w< 
may be fiire, that after our heart 
are hardned by perfeverance in fin 
we fhall be more indifpoled thereto 
we by delay of repentance do no 
onely venture the forfeiture of di 
vine grace, but -the danger of abu 
fing it, which heinoufly will aggra 
vate our guilt, and hugely augmen 
our punimment. 

We (hould do well therefore mol 

ferioufly to regard the ApoftUs ac 

Heb* si 13. monition ; Exhort one another to ict^ 

while it is caffeJ to day^ kfi any i 
you he hardned iy the deceitfulne^ 
of fin: Now that we find our fclv< 
inviti^ to repent^ now that we z\ 
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prehend fo much reafon for it; 
now that wc feel our hearts fbme- 
what cnclined thereto* now that 
we have time in our hands, and are 
not barr*d from hopes of mercy ; 
now that it is not extremely diiH- 
cult, or not abfblutely impoffible, 
let us in God s name lay hold on the 
occafion,letusfpeedily and earneft- 
ly fet upon the work. Farther yet, 

6. We (hould confider, that we 
are mortal and frail, and thence any 
defigns of future reformation may 
be dipt offj or intercepted by death j 
which is always creeping towards 
us, and may for all we can tell be 
very near at hand. You fay you 
will repent to morrow ; but are you 
furc you fhall have a morrow to re- 
pent in ? have you an hour in your 
hand, or one minute at your difpo- 
fal> have you a leafe ^ . . . . /i/i 

to IneW lOr any terra ^,>, feamti eraftimm dimm 

of life? can you claim ^«»(/?f. Gx^g. mEvan^m 
ot reckon upon the ^^' 
leaft portion of time without his 
leave, who be^loweth life^ and d^- 
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eth out time, and ordereth all t 

as he pleafeth ? Can you any 

J* 12. lo.^ dcfcry the juft meafure of your 

Pfal. 39.4. or the hounds of your appointed 

90. 12. without a fpecial revelation 

Pf 0^/27^1. him, in whofe hands is your hr 

*Owit olJki 77 and with whom alone the num 

f^J'^lJ ^ your months is regiftred ? Boaj 

^A'^ihM thy felf of to morrow^ for thou h 

B*V*M^' h ^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^y hring forth^ 
0d BapT the Wife-wan : boaft not of it, 

is, do not pretend it to be at th 
polal, prefiime not upon any 
that may befall therein ; for \ 
thou prefumeft thereon, may 
be faid unto thee, as to the ricl 
♦Lukeii. Io.je6^our in the Gofpely *thou 

this night jhaO thy foul he requl 
thee. Doth not, (eluding hidd 
crees, every Man s life hang u 
thread very flenderand frail 
not fubjed: to many difeaiesk 
within, and to a thoufand ace 
flying about us? how many, 
might have promife^ themfel 
fair fcope as we can, have ba 
cxpecaedly fpapt away ? How 
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have been cropt in the flower of 

their age and vigour of their 

(Irength ? Doth not every day pre* 

fent experiments of fudden death i 

Do we not continually fee that ob- 

krvztxonoi the Preacher verifiedjMaH Ecclcs^j. n- 

knoweth not his time ; as the fifhes 

that are taken in an evil net^ and as 

the hirds are caught in the fnare^ fo 

are the fans of men fnared in an evil 

time, when itcomethfiid' •- ci-r-L ^<i 

aenly upon them ? Old ^nW, « Hiiies^ (i^Hf «# -n 

men are ready to «^ '^ ^hf ^^a j^ (m^voi 

drop of themfelves, ""tbxi'icAfA©- i ?fo/i^ • 
and young men are u rS fiU ykardix^, ^ or « 
eafily brulhed or fha- w'^'^»^]!(w7» far^W 

ken down; the former 
vifibly ftand upon the brink of 
Eternity, the latter walk upon a 
bottomlefs Qyag, into which una- 
wares they may flump j who then 
can any- wife be fecurc ? We are all 
therefore highly concerned to ufb 
our life, while we have it j to catch 
the firft opportunity, lefl: all oppor- . 
tunity forfake usj to cut off our 
linning, lefl; our (elves be cut off 
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before it : And that the rather 
caufe by lavifliing, or mifem] 
ing our prefent time, wc may 
the future, provoking God t 
reave us of it j for as prolong 
of time is a reward of Piety ; 
obfervance of the Commandn 

ftov. 3. 2. it is promifed, Length of days^ 

long life^ and peace fhall he a 
unto thee ; fo being immati 
fnatched hence is the puniihi 
awarded to impious pradlice ; 

Ffal. 57.9. is threatned that Evil men (ha 

Pfal. 55. 23. cut off; that llopdy and deceiful 

fhall not live out half their d 

Pfal.6«. ar. that God voiU wound the head 01 

enemies J and the hairy fcalp of 
an one as goeth on fliB in his wit 
nefs : the very being unmindfi 
their duty is the caufe, why 

Rev. 3.3. 16, 5, are thus furprifed j for, If faith ( 

thou dofl not watchy I fhc^U come 
thee as a thiff and thou fhali 
know when I fome upon thee. 

|Lukei2.45, /f (faith our Lord) that fer 

4^- doth fay in his hearty my JJfrc 

hyetb his cpming, $rc. The Loi 

L 
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that fervant voiU come in a day, vohen 
he looketh not for htm^ &c. 

If then it be certain, that we muft 
render a Arid: accompt of all our 
doings here; if by reafon of our 
frail nature and flippery (late, it be 
uncertain when we (hall be fummo- 
ned thereto ; if our negligence may 
abridge and accelerate the term, is 
it not very realbnable to obferve 
thofe advices of our Lordj Watch ^yMSi.i%.\\ 
for ye do not know the day^ nor the ^ad^ti. 11 
hour^ vohen the fon of man cometh ;Lukc 12. 15; 
Take heed to yourfelves^ left any time 5$* 
your heart he overcharged with fur^ 
feiting and drunkennefs^ and cares of 
this life J and fo that day come upon 
you unawares : Let your loins he gir- 
ded ahouty and your lamps hurnifigj 
and ye jour f elves like men^ that wait 
for your Lord : And to take the coun- 
fel of the Wife-man, Makenoiarry-^^^^'^'^ 
ing to turn unto the Lord, and put 
not off from day to day ; forfuddenly 
/haU the wrath of the Lord come 
forth, and in thy fecurity fhalt thouhe 
deJlroyeJ, and perifh in tht do^ ^^ 
vengeance. '\\ns& 
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Thefe coiifiderations plainly do , 
fliew how very foolUh, how ex- ^ 
tremely dangerous and deftrucSive ; 
the procriftinating our reformation | 
of life is : there are fome others of _ 
good moment, which we ihall re^ 
fcrve- ri 

I 
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SERMON IV. 



The Danger and mif- 
chief of delaying 
Repentance. 



PSALM CXIX. 60. 

/ made hajie , and delayed not to 
hep thy Commandments^ 

1 Proceed to the Confiderations 
1 which yet remain to be fpo- 
ken to. 

I. We may confider the caufes 
of delay in this cafe ( as in all ca- 
fes of moment } to be bad and un- 
worthy of a Man : What can they 
be but either ftupidity^ tbai v^^ ^^ 
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not apprehend the importance of* 
the affair; or improvidence that we 
do not attend to the danger of per- 
fifting in fm ; or negligence that we 
do not mind our concernments; or 
•Af>W ^e^- fioth that keepeth us from rowfing 
K. sfrnpL and beftirring our felves in purfa- 

ance of what appeareth expedient ; 

or faint-heartedneft and cowardize, 

that we dare not attempt to croft 

our appetite, or our fancy ; all 

which difpofitions are very bafe and 

Ihamefull : It is the prerogative of 

^/»tf/^w;r<?- j^^j^ane nature to be (agacious in 

Cic. deieg. i. eltimatmg the worth, and provi- 

Gciieofficu dent in defcrying the confequences 

of things ; whereas other creatures, 
by impulfe of fence, do onely fix 
their regard on prefent appearances ; 
which peculiar excellency by ftupi- 
dity and improvidence we forfeit^ 
degenerating into brutes ; and neg- 
ligence of that, which we difcem 
raainJy to concern us is a quality 
fomewhat beneath thofe, depreffiag 
us below beads, which cannot be 
charged with fuch a fault; floth is 
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no left defpicable, rendring a mart 
fit for nothing; nor is there any, 
thing commonly more reproachfull 
thin want of couragfe : fo bad are 
the caufes of delay. 

i. Aiid the efleds are no lefs un- 
hippy, being dilappointmenr, da- 
mage, trouble and forrow : As ex- 
pedition ( catchiiig advantages and 
opporttmitieS, keeping the fpirit up 
in its heat and vigour, making for- 
cible impreflions where-ever it h'ght- 
eth, driving on the curreAt of I'uc- 
cpfs ) doth fubdue bufinefi, and at- 
Chieve great exploits ( as by pradti- . 
fing his Motto, to defer nothings A- Mi»cAV ^V*-, 
IgxanderM accomplilh thofe migh- iTceff^l^;^ 
ty fiats which make fiich a clatter M, injiifre, 
in ftof y J and Cafar more by the ^^' ^^^' ' * 
rapid quicknefi and forwardneft of 
undertaking, than by the greatneft 
of courage, and skilfulneft of con- 
dud:, did wotk out thofe enterpri- 
zes^ which purchafed to his Name 
fo much glory and re- «/ // i ■ j^ j, 

10 delay and procrapnatia odiQfs ifi. Qc 

flownefs do fpoil all ^*'^*- ^• 
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bafmefs, do keep off iuccels at di- 

(lance from us, thereby opportunity 

■ „ , ^ , , , is loft, and advantages 

i,^:iiif Sr' "« flipaway: ourcour^c 

Dum deliberamus quando in- dOth flag, and OUr Ipi- 
^piendjmef.incitere jamfe. j,-^ langUiOlCth ; OUF 
rim eft. Quint, la. 7- 1 ° n •! r • 

endeavours ftrike faint- 
ly, and are eafily repelled ; whence 
di^ppointment neceflarily doth 
{pring, attended with vexation. 

3. Again, we may confider, that 
to fet upon our duty is a great ftep 
toward the performance ofit ; if we 
can refbive well, and a little pu(h 
forward, we are in a fair way to 

DimidimnfsSii qui capit ha- r \ • ^^ 1 n tr f ^ 

hit. Hor. Ef.i. 1/ fay; ts to have halfdoHCi 

Mim i^h tii^i TtJ to fet out, is a good 

Td A^fi; ;g Mx^tI^^' to rife bctimes is oft* 
5?' ^''^^^.^? * I* -(^^»',^"'*' ner harder than to doe 
»w>F IM^ ffjt^^yoUs. lb. all the days work ; en- 
I- 79- tring the Town, is al- 

mod: the fame with taking it $ it is 
(b in all bufine(s, it is chiefly (b in 
moral practice : For if we can find 
in our hearts to take our leave of fin, 
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f we can difengage ^ .... 

)ur felyes from the i,^^J^ ibT coitigerit, m 

witcheries of prefent fatl luxurUque hahetnr. Via 

tUuremeilt ; if we can '^ ^^^' ^'^- . 
)ut get over the threihold, of ver- 
sions converfation, we fhall find the 
eft beyond expedlation fttiooth and 
xpeditej we (hall difcbver fucH 
Deauty in vertue, we fliall taft fo 
nuch fweetnefs in obedience as 
greatly will encourage us to pro- 
::ecd therein. 

4. Again, we may cohfider, that 
bur time it felf is a gift, of a talent 
bonflmitted to us, for the improve- 
ment whereof we are refponfible no 
(efi than for our Weailth, our Power, 
bur Credit, our Parts, and other 
fuch advantages, wherewith for the 
ferving of God, and furthering our 
own lalvation we are intrufted : To Eph. 5. ic. 
iredeem the time is a Precept ,^ and of ^^^' ^* ^' 
all Precepts the nioft neceflafy to 
be obferved, for that without rc- 
deeniing ( that is embracing and 
well employing) time we can do' 
nothing ^^tVi; no good ^vow c^^ 

L « \^ 
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( if we confider well ) it will be 
grievous to us to lofe more ; the 
morrow will feem too late to com- 
mence a good life ; d^xjtro^ 6 7m^ 

Sers nimis vU AyiAt^^B^ >?^^@^» ^hc tmc paft ofm 

i:;^ J;t^ ^^f^ C faith St. Peter ) «wj fuffice m 

Mart. 1. 16. to have wrought the mil of the 6e» 

f Pct4. 3. ^i/^j^ Qf tQ have continued in il 

courfes ; more indeed it might that 
fufiice ; it fhould be abundantly toe 
much to bave imbezilled fo laiqgc ^ 
portion of our pretious arid irrepa 
rable time : After we have ilept ii 
negled of oyr duty, &^ i^ j)4f 
|ipm.i3. II. ^UHaji^ it is (as St fW faith) m 

high time to aivake^ unto ^ vigikn 
oblervance thereof: this wefhal 
the rather do^ if we confider, diat > 
7. For illliving now we ihal 
come hereafter to be fbrry, if no 
with a wholfome contrition, yc 
with a painfull re^t ; we ihall ca 
tainly one day repent, if not of o« 
fm, yet of our finning ; if not fo a 
to corredb for the future, yet fo 2 
to condemn our (elves for what i 
pskfk : tliQ CQCv&kcmoa c£ our hs 
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ving (acrilegioufly robb'd our Ma- 
ker of the time due to his fervice • 
of our having injurioufly defrauded 
our fouls of the opportunities gran- 
ted to lecure their welfare; of our 
having profufely caft away our mod 
pretious hours of life upon vanity 
and folly, will fome time twitch us 
forely. There is no man who doth 
not with a forrowfull eye review an 
ill-pafl: life • who would not gladly 
recall his mifpent time; Qmihipra- 
teritos ! O that God would reflore 
my paft years to me, is every fuch 
Man's Prayer, although it never wa? 
heard, never could be granted unto 
any. And what is more inconfi* 
{lent with wifedom, than to engage 
our felves upon making luch inene- 
diial and fruitlels wiihes? What is 
more difagreeable to reafon, than to 
do that, for which we muft be for- 
ced to confels and call our felve^ 
fools ? What Man of fenfc for a flaih 
of tranfitory Pleafiire, for a puff of 
vain repute, for a few (craps of dirty 
Pelf would plunge himfcVivivV^^viOcv^ 



ijx The danger and mifchief 

8. Oa the contrary, 

y/2 £? S;'.r '"'' if laying how on occa. 
'-' lion, we let our lelves 

to do well, reflexion thereon will 
yield great fatisfadion and pleafure 
to ]xs ; we (hall be glad that we have 
done, and that our t^sk is over ; 
r . ri. we ihall emoy OMrforr 
w bolus M eft ^^^ ¥^; Out tune 

ritjere his, 'vita fop fn'ore which IS fo paft wiU 

H iNlart. lo. 23. pot yet be loft unto 

US ; but rather it will be moft fe- 
qirely ours, laid up beyond the 
reach of danger, in the repofitoy 
of a good confcience. 
Rom. a. 9. Again, all our time of conti- 

nuance in fin we do treafure up 
wrathj or accumulate guilt ; and the 
larger pur guilt is, the forer muft be 
(iuam magna our repentance ; the ijiore bitter the 
^^Sr«. forrow, the more lo;vthp humbling 
defltanMSy &c. the n}Qre earneft th^ deprecation re 
gypr. it Uff. quifite to obtain pardon : the broa 
' -' ^' der and deeper the ftain is, the mon 

walhing is needful! to get i^ out ; i 
we fin much and long, we muf 
grieve anfwerably^ or we (hall be nc 
tit objects of lattcv. \^- Ks 
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10. And when- ever the, fin is par- 
doned, yet indelible marks and mo- 
numents thereof will ^ ^^ . , 
abide. Wefhalleter- '^T/JS':^^"*'^'" 
nally be obliged to cry *h m/ Wf»^i^«To 4V i 

/>.cr^i . although the rpA^rA%%i 
punilhmentmaybere- duAfnm^'mv i* »^i'{fT. 
mitted, the defert of it ^l^iiSnAvp^.CbxyiTmA 

cannot loe removed ; a ^' ^'^' 

fear from it will (lick in our flefh ; 

which ever will deform us j a tang 

of it will flay in our mernory , which 

always will be difguftfull ; we fhall 

never refledt on our mifcarriages 

without (bme confufion and hor- 

rpur ; inceflantly we fhall be liable 

to that queftion of St. Paul, tVifatKom.6.2%, 

fruit f^aaye of thofe things, whereof 

ye are now afhamedi If therefore we 

could reafonahle prefunie, yea if we 

could certainly forefee, that we 

ihould hereafter in time repent, yet 

it were unadvifably to pei'fiH in fiii, 

feeing it being once committed, can 

never be reverfed j never expunged 

from the regifters of time, never 

dalhed out from the tables of our 
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mind and memory ; but will perpe- 
tually reft as matter of doleful! con-^ 
fideration, and of tragical ftory to 
«t i^.^i. us. Tl^en (halt thou remember thy 
A. itf, 63. ^^^^ ^^j ^^ afhamed. That thou 

mayfi rememler and he confmndedy 
and never open thy mouth any more 
hecaufe of thy fhame^ when I am pa* 
cified toward thee for all that thou 
hafl done^ faith the Lord God: Then 
cek. 3^. 31, /ball ye remember your own evil waySj 
^°* ^^' and your doings that were not good^ 
and /hall loath your f elves in your own 
Jfghtj for your iniquities j ^nd for your 
abominations. 

II, Again, (b much time as we 
fpend in difobedience, fo much of 
reward we do forfeit j for commen- 
furate to our works fliall our re- 
wards be ; the fewer our good works 
are in the courfe of our prefent life, 
the fmaller fhall be the meafures of 
joy» of glory, of felicity difpenfed 
to us hereafter; the Uter confe- 
quently we repent, the lefs we Ihall 
be happy : Oneflar ( faith the Apo^ 
i^.Ms. 4'- file } dfffereth frdm anotfecr in %lory ; 
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and of all flars, thofe in the celeflial 
fphere will fhinc brighteft, who did 
foon rife here, and continued long 
by the luftre of their good works 
to glorify their heavenly Father ; 
for the path of the juji is as the Jhi- Prov»4.i« 
ning lights that Jhineth more and more 
ujfto theperfe^ day. While therefore 
we let our intereft lie dead by lin- 
gring, or run behind by fmfull 
jpradtice, we are very bad husbands 
for our foul; our fpiritual eflate 
doth thereby hugely fuffer ; every 
minute contradeth a damage that 
runneth through millions of ages^ 
and which therefore will amount 
to an immenfe fumm : And whq 
for all the pleafures here woul4 
forego one degree of blifsfull joy 
hereafter ; who for all earthly fplen- 
dours would exchange one fpark of 
celeflial glory j who for all the trea- 
fures below would let flip one gcni 
out of his heavenly crown ? 

IX. Farther, let us confider that 
whatever our age, whatever our 
condition or cafe bii ths advice ^<^t 
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to procraftinate our obedience is ve- 
ry futable and ufefulL 
^'^f ^! Art thou young ? then it is mod 

ens hat I J jd . 

m eft. proper to enter upon living well. 

;8.44. For when we fet out, we fliould be 
put in a right way j when we be- 
gin to be Men, we ihould begin to 
u(e our reafbn well ; life and vertue 
Ihould be of the fame (landing; 
what is more ugly than a Child, 
that have learnt little, having learnt 
to do ill ; than naughtinefi fpring- 
ing up in that ftate of innocence i 
the foundation of good life is to be 
laid in that age, upon which the 
refl: of our life is built ; for this is the 
manner of our proceeding ; the pre- 
i^nt dependeth always upon what is 
pad; our prad:ice is guided in noti- 
ons that we had (iickra in, is fway- 
ed by inclinations that we got be- 
fore ; whence ufually our firft judg- 
ments of things, and our firfl: pro- 
penfions to ftretch their influence 

% 11. 6. upon the whole future life. Train up a 
child in the way he JhouU go^nd when 
he is old he will not depart from it^ 
&ith the Wife-man. TlW, 
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That age as it is 
moft liable to be cor- ^^«^^ uns^ij/mi fumMt m^ 

^^1 1 .- /» •. rum, quit tudikus aunts ptnifU 

rupted by vice, fo it ««,, |.,. Qui„t 1. 1. 

is moft capable of be- Dlffieulttr *r»ditur emi n. 

ing imbued with ver- de^^^^^t^Mirunt.lix^.Mi 
tue : then nature is (oft 
and pliable, fo as eafily to be moul- 
ded into any fliape, ready to admit 
any (lamp imprefloi thereon ; then 
the mind is a pure table, in which 
good principles may be fairly en- 
graven, without raifmg out any 
former ill prejudices ; then the heart 
being a (oil free of weeds, the feeds 
of goodnels being cad therein will 
undifturbedly grow and thrive ; 
then the complexion being tender 
will eafily be fet into ^, , ^, 

» right pofture , Oir ^TZtS^'Z 

foul is then a Veflel nm fojjknt, fa smims sd fUn 

empty and fweet; good ^^!T r^ '^^"^ f"^. 

liquour therefore may ^ Jmd ijt imkms ma 

be inftilled, which will /^^*'^ ^*^^ ^'^ -''«• 

both fit it, andfeafon Hor. £/..., 

it with a durable tinfture ; the ex- 
tream curiofity and huge credulity 
of that age^ as they ^t^vV] vi\^ 
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fwallow any, fo will they admit 
good inftrudion. If we do then 
imbibe falfe conceptions, or Imve 
bad impreflions made on our mind^i 
it will be hard afterwards to expell^ 
Or to corredt them. Paflion is then 
very fluid and moveable, but not 
being impetuoufly determined any 
way, may eafily be derivdi into the 
right chanel. Then the q[uicknds 
of our wit, the brisknefe of our fan- 
cy, the freflinefs of our memory, 
the vigour of our afFecaioris, the 
lufty and adtive mettle of our fpiritsi 
being applied to vertuous fludies 
^^iit. ^^ . - • ' ^"d endeavours, will 
f, ?77fuexW>S77«iJfig«^'- produce molt noble 
w, 077 €w«A/^^ J9 <rip5</^e?. fruits ; the beaiuty of 

p.J^«A?^/^2.Ciiryf..tV/ *'. ^j^-^,^ ^jjj adorri US, 

the fweetneft will pleafe us, fo as 
to leave on our minds a perpetual 
relifh and (atisfadion in goodnc&; 
Then being lefs encombred with 
the cares, left intangled in the per- 
plexities, ]t{s expofed to the temp^ 
tations of the World and lecular Af- 
fdks^ we can moretai^LY ifit fordi, 
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we may proceed more expeditely in 
good courfes. Then being void of 
that flinging remorfe, wWch doth 
adhere to reflexions upon pad fol- 
lies, and mifpent time, with more 
courage and alacrity we may pro- 
fecute good undertakings ; then be- 
ginning fo foon to embrace vertue, 
we iliall have advantage with more 
leifure, and more eale to polUh and 
perfed it through our enfuing courfe 
of life J letting out fo early, in the 
very morning of our age, without 
much draining, marching on foftly 
and fairly, we may go through our 
journey to happinefs. 

Our adions then are the firft fruits 
of our life, which therefore are fit 
and due faaifices to our Maker; 
which if we do withdraw, we ihall 
have nothing left fo worthy or ac- 
ceptable to prefent unto him; will 
it be feemly to ofier him the dregs 
and refufe of our age ; ihall we not 
be aihamed to bring a crazy tefnper 
of body and foul, dry bones and de*^ 
cayed lenfes ; a dull fancy, a tr^^ 
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cberous memory, a flu^ifli fpirit 
before him ? (hall we then when we 
are fit for little begin to undertake 
his fer vice ? with our decrepid limbs 
and wafted ftrength Ihall we fet our 
felves to run the ways of his conh 
niandments ? 

As it is uncomfortable to thirik of 
being parfimonious, when bur ftock 
is almoft gone ; fo it is to beconfti 
thrifty of our life, when it comes 
near the bottom. A&wh iv} TuSriJjt^ 

If we keep iimocency, fpend oui* 

youth well, it will yidd unexpref' 

fible comfort to us ; it will lave us 

much ibrrow, it will prevent nfiany 

fel. 37. 38. inconveniences to us: If we hav6 

(bent it ill^ it will yield os great 
aifpleafure, it will coll; us much 
pains ; we (hall be forced ikdly to 
bewail our^oUy and vanity therein,' 
it will be bitjter to fee, that we muft 
unlive our formed life, ftfld undoe 
all we have done; that we lAuft re- 
nounce the Principles we' haVe a- 
yowed, we mi;^ root out ttw hft^ 
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bits we have pkn ted, we muft for- 

fake the Paths which we have bed- 

ten and fo long trode in, if ever we 

will be happy ; it will be grievous 

to ' us, when we come with pefni- 

tential regret to deprecate, LdrJre- Pfai. 15. 7. 

memler not the fins of my youth ; we 

fhall feel fore piain, when our hnesjoh 20. u. 

are full of thefitts of our youths and 

we come to pojfefs the iniquities n-^^. 

thereof 

It is therefore gW ^ 

(as the Prophet faith ) Fini!^e^mmera Jociiem cer. 

that a wan bear the yUeMagifter , 

yoke in his youth, when ^''''''"^^ ^"'^ fi^fi^te^ues.^ 

his neck is tender; it 

is excellent advice which the Prea- 

cher giveth. Remember thy Creatowt Eccl. u. i. 

in the days of thy youths while the 

evil Jays corne not, and the years 

draw nigh ^ vohen thou fhalt fay I have 

no pleajure in thein. 

Ariftotle faith, that ^^ti^'K » ^ . «. 
young men are not fit ^^ dttepAtif vi@- imif® 
hearers df moral do^ jS twj x2? * ^iop nr^uov 
Urine j becaule ^ laitti ^^ ^^^^j^^ ^ ,^^^ ^ ^^^ 
be ) they are unexpert- ^i^ii. 
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efkeJ in affairs of lift ; and iecaafc 
they are aft to follom their paJfioi9$y 
which inaifpofe to heat with fruit or 
frofit I but his conchifion ]$ faf &, 
and his rea(bns may be well 
turned ag^inft him; {oc becaufe 
young men virant experience, theie<^ 
tore is there no bod pre^dice^ no 
contrary habit to ol^niift their em- 
bracing found dodrine; becaufe 
their pailions are vehement and 
flrongy therefore being rightly or- 
dered, and (et upon good objedis 
they with great force will carry 
them to vertuous prance ; t^iat in- 
deed is the bed time to regukte and 
tame PaOTions ; as Horfes muft be 
broken when they are Colts^ Dogs 
muft bemade when they are Whel^ 
ellc they will never be brought to 
any thing. The Poet therefcMre ad- 
vifed better than the Philqfopher^ 

[lor. Ef. t.2. — ~««»f adbibe pwro 

PeSore verba^puer, nim te mdimbm ofltr ; 

Bph. 6, 4. and St. Paul plainly doth confute 
him, when he biddeth Parents to 
educate their children in the mirturt 
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and admonition of the Lord; when he 
chargeth Titus ^ that heexMrtyomg Tit 2. 6. 
men to he foher-minded; when he 
commenrfeth timothy y for that he » '^ «»• i. 2a. 
had :^ /SfeV^^ /re^in /f/i? /n/i^cy ^'^^J-'^- 
^ma;!! the Holy Scriptures j So doth 
the Pfalmi/t^ when he faith, fVhere^m 119. jr. 
i]?/V)& JhaB a young man cteanfe his way > 
hy takii^ heed according to thyvoord. ■.. / 
Afid Sohhnony when , he declaretfa P^- »• 4* 
that his moral Precepts did ferve w^ 
gi w fuhtilt^ to the fimpley to the 
young man knowledge and difcretioh j 
when he biddcth us to train up 4 Vtof.ti.e, ij, 
child in the way hefhould go; St. Ftf- i Pet. 2. a. 

ter doth intimate the (ame. when 

he biddeth us, as new horn hahes to 

defire the fincere milk of the word ; 

and our Saviour, when he &id, Suf tvkt 18. i^. 

fer little children to^ cothe unto me^ 

fir ofjiich is the kingdom ofijod • that 

is the more , fimpTicity and inno^ 

cence a Man is endued with, the 

more apt he is to embrace and cpmi? 

ply with the Evangelical Dodlrine: 

Arijiotte therefore was out^ whfixv. 

lie "would tTLclxxd^ young tntti itotd 
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the Schools of Vertue. It is obfer- 

vable that he contradic^eth him- 

;th. 2. 2. f^if . for 'Ot* fjuTt^v Stxfl^ 70 Sm; 

^fjL'TniTw^ fuLoiiW^v 3 70 TiSb^. It is 
( faith he } of nofmall concernment to 
le from youth accufiomed thus or thus j 
yea 'tis very much^ or rather all: 
And how (hall a young man be ac- 
cuftomed to do well, if he be not 
allowed to learn what is to be 
done ? 

Again, are we old? it is then 
high time to begin • we have then 
lelij time to fpare from our mod im- 
portant bufinefs ; we (land then in 
nioft imminent danger, upon the 
edge of perdition, and .fliould there- 
fore be nimble to skip out thence ; 
our forces being diminilhed, our 
quicknefs and induftry ihould be 
encreafcdj the later we fet out, the 

more fpecd it beho- 

Q^od facere jolent qui ferius yCth US tO make. If = 
txeunt — calcar addsmus. Sen. " A/^^r w,,^ /l-^ii 

Bp. 68. 16. 10. we ftay, we Oiall grow 

Apoc 3. 2. 'Znet^oy -m f^oh continually more in- 

«; a^'^iAAH a^suvSy: dVtipofed and unfit to 
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amend, it will be too late, when 
utter decrepitnefs and dotage have 
feifed upon us ; and our body doth 
(urvive our fouL When fo much 
of our time, of our parts, of our 
ftrength are fled, we fliould husband 
the reft to beft advantage, and malce 
the beft fatisfa<aion we can unto 
God, and uato our fouls with the 
remainder. 

This age hath fome -—rmnmUs^^dm^Mf 

I . *^ 1 fi«« fugtamm hahet — Ovid. 

peculiar advantages , '^h % 38 rt4w, mxiyn 
which we {hould em- «i»«m)u ucuvnuSp^, wui-mt 

brace; the froth of ttll\Tj£ii]^'Ac 
humours is then boil- ht^ttiwiiJutfT^vjU/jm'^ 
ed out, the fervours 7;>>£^xp w i|vi,C^>;\f^> ^ 

of luft are flaked, \^^^v a.;r^if(.ja^i.iim4. 
paffions are allayed, orat,^^. 

appetites are flatted; fo that then 
inclinations to fin are not fo vio- 
lent, nor doth the enjoyment there- 
of fo much gratify. 

Long experience then hath difco- 
vered the vanity of all worldly 
things, and the mifchief of ill coiir^ 
fes J fo that we can then hardly ad- 
mire any thing, or be fond of en- 

M 3 F3 ^^^ 
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joying what we have found unpro- 
fitable or hurtfnlL 

Age is excufed from compliance 
with the fiAiion$, and thence much 
exempted from temptations of the 
World ; fo that it may be good 
without obftack or oppdkion* 

It is proper thereto to be grave 
and ferious, and confequently to be 
vertuous j for gravity without ver- 
tue and feriou(ne(s about vain things 
are ridiculous. 

Nothing doth (b adorn thjs age 
asgoodnefs, nothing doth (6 dif- 
^- 1^-3'. &^^^ it as wickedneis; The boar) 
peaJ is a crmxm of glory ^ if it te 
foimd ki the way of right eoi^fs ; 
but it is a mark of Infamy, if it be 
obferved proceeding in a courfe of 
iniquity, it (ignifieth that experience 
Iiath not improved it, it argueth in- 
corrigible folly, or rather incurable 
madnefs dierein* 

There is indeed no care, no em- 
ploymeqt prq)er for old Men but 
to prepare for their di(E)lution ; to 
be bidding adieu to die World witb 

its 
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its vain Pomps and mifchievous 
Pleatiires ; to be packing up their 
Goods, to bg cafting their Accompts, 
to be fitting themielves to abide in 
that (late into which they are tum- 
bling, to appear at that Bar, before 
which fuddenly nature will fee 
them. As a Ship, which hath long 
been toft and wea,t:her-beaten, which 
is ihattered in its timber, and hath 
loft much of its rigging, fliould do % 

nothing in that cafe bur work to* 
ward the Port, there to find its 
fafety and eafe; fo (hould a Man, 
who having paft many ftcrms and infrenvixi 
agitations ot the World is grievoufly ^"^'^'S 
battered and torn with Age, ftrive e/7^^' ^ 
onely to die well, to get fafe into 
the Harbour of eternal Reft. 

In fine, £^/c-i^r«5 him- 
felf faid well, that no W i«^M{«'^ «}f , J 

wan ts either mmature Iy;.ir^Epic ^i MonoDc. 
or over-ripe in regard 
(0 his fouls health ; wc can never fet 
upon it too foon, we Ihould never 
think it too late to begii^ ; to live 
well is always the beft things we 

M 4 ' «^^ 
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can do, and therefore we fhould at 
any time endeavour it j there are 
common reafons for all ages, there 
are fpecial reafons for each age, 
which moftftrongly and nioft clear- 
ly do urge it ; it is moft feafonable 
for young Men, it is moft neceffiiry 
for old Men, it is moft advifeable 

* QgarejU' for all Mctt ^ 

vent us ^ imo 

pmnis itfas 

( fu^ue enim nBa njoluntsti ferum eft tempUfMwn ) tttt'j minth 

bus hue tendamust in hoc elaboremus ; forf^n & wnfummare cm- 

tin^at. Quint. 12, i. 

Again, be our condition what it 
will, this advice is reafonable : Are 
we in health? we owe God thanks 
for that excellent gift, and the bed 
gratitude we can exprefs is the im- 
proving it for his ftrvice and our 
own good J we Ihould not lofe the 
advantage of a feafon fo fit for oui 
obedience and repentance • while 
the forces of our body and mind are 
entire, while we are not difcompofec 
by piin or faintnels, we ihould ftrivc 
to difpatch this needfull work , foi 
which infirmity may difable us. 
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Are we Tick ? it is then time to 
confider our frailty, and jthe beft we 
can to obviate the word confequen- 
ces thereof: It is then very fit, when 
we do feel the fad effedls of fin , to 
endeavour the prevention of worfe 
mifchiefs that may follow ; it is fca- 
fonable , when we lie under God s 
corredling hand to fubmit unto hirn, 
to deprecate his wrath , to (eek re- 
conciliation with him by all kinds 
of obedience futable to that ftate ; 
with ferious refolutions to amend 
hereafter, if it lliaU pleafe God to re- 
llore us ; it is moft advifeable, wh?n 
we are in the borders of death to 
provide for that (late, which lieth 
juft beyond it. 

Are we rich and profperous ? 'tis 
expedient then prefehtly to amend, 
left our Wealth do fbon corrupt us 
with Pride, with Luxury, with Sloth, 
with Stupidity ; left our Profperity prov. i. 3t. 
becometh an inievitable fnare, an ir- 
recoverable bane unto us. 

Are we poor or afflided ? it is 
then alfo needfuU to repent quickly \ 
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nefi : We thereby becojiie enemies 
to all the World, to God, whom we 
irtjure and diihonour ; to the friends 
of God, whom we defert art} oppofe; 
to the creatures which we abufe to 
0m pride, luft aiid vanity ; to out 
ncfghbonni , whom we corru j)t , oi: 
feducej toourfelii^es,whom,Webe- 
tejve of the beft goods, aiid betray 
16 the word: evils, 

B^inhing to Hve (bbetly, we be* 
^ to five hke Men, following the 
conduct of reafon ; beginning to live 
1ft charity, we commence the lite of 
-^ngels, enjoying in our felves mofl 
Cweet content, and procuring great 
benefit to others ; but going on in 
finfull voluptuoiifnefi , we proceed 
to live like beads, wholly guided by 
fenfS, and fwayed by appetite ; bci* 
ing pertinacious in malice w6 con- 
tinue to be likefiertds, working tor- 
flient in our felves, and ihKchief to 
our neighbotirs. 

Embracing vertue we become. 
Wife and fbter Men , worthy and 
honourable, betveftcvA ^\\A>iH\A\to 
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the World : but continuing in vice, 
we continue to be fooliih and vain, 
to be vile and defpicable, to be 
worthlels and ufelefs. 

By our delay to amend , what do 
we gain > what^ but a little fiafliy 
and tranfknt pleafure inftead of a 
folid and durable peace; but a little 
counterfeit profit inftead of real 
wealth ; but a little fmoak of de- 
ceitfuU opinion indead of unquefti- 
onable (bund honour; ihadows of 
imaginary goods inftead of thole 
which are mod fubftantial and true, 
a good mind, the love of God, the 
afmred welfare of our fouls. But 
this field of difcourfe is too (patious, 
I (hall onely therefore for conclufion 
fay, that fpeedily applying our (elves 
to obedience, and breaking off our 
fins by repentance , is in c{fc£t no- 
thing elfe but from a prefent Hell in 
trouble , and the danger of a final 
Hell in torment to be tranflated in- 
to a double Heaven j one of joyful! 
tranquillity here , another of blifs- 
full reft hereafter ; unto t\\^ ^VvvOpl 
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Almighty God in his merty bring 
us all, through Jefiis Chrift our Lord ; 
to whom for ever be all glory and 
praife. Amen. 

I Thcff 5. 2> '^he very God of peace fan£lifieyou 

wholly , and / pray God your whole 
fpirity and foul J and hody he prefer^^ 
ved llatnelefs unto the coning of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifii Amen. 
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